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Philippine Exports High as Imports 


Dip; Exchange Reserves Edge Up 


Philippine export levels remained high in May and import levels 
substantially below those of May 1955. 

The country’s exchange reserves, rising further from $233.1 million 
at the end of April to $235.9 million on May 25, showed a net increase 
of $2.8 million. The increase resulted largely from export earnings 


and other current transactions, although 
the domestic gold purchase of slightly 
more than $250,000, and the slight 
increase in special American bank loans 
having a maturity of more than 1 year 
contributed to the net gain. 


Export prices were generally steady, 
but abaca and coconut products showed 
some weakening tendencies. Export 
price levels for most important com- 
modities were at or above those of the 
like period in the preceding year, with 
the exception of sugar, which fell 
slightly below. 


The domestic price level continued to 
rise slowly. The Bureau of Commerce 
retail price index (1941=100) stood at 
230.19 for the week ended June 2, 
compared with the average of 228.41 
for April, and 212.52 for May 1955. This 
index has followed a consistent rising 
contraseasonal trend since February, 
although monthly movements have been 
small. The Bureau of Census and Sta- 
tistics cost-of-living index for lower 
income families in Manila (1941=—100) 
stood at 301.5 for the week ended May 
26, compared with an April average of 
301.4, and a May 1955 figure of 298.4. 


Money Supply Increases 


A small expansion of money supply 
occurred in May, according to available 
evidence, despite collections of May tax 
installments, which normally reduce the 
month-end money-supply. Increased 
Government revenues were offset by 
concurrent spending, and the total 
money supply was increased somewhat 
by Government borrowing operations. 
The usual complaints of tight money 
conditions nevertheless continued. 


No major legislation of economic im- 
portance was enacted in the regular 
session of the Third Congress, which 
ended May 17. The budget and public 
works bills failed to pass but were 
scheduled for consideration in a special 
session to be called in late June. A de- 
termined effort was made by a group of 
economic nationalists to secure passage 
of legislation reserving for Philippine 





nationals a high percentage of all exe 
change allocations for imports. 


A bill restricting 90 percent of total 
exchange allocations for imports to 
native-born Philippine nationals was 
passed by the House of Representatives 
but not in time to be considered by the 
Senate. Though the language of the 
bill made no provision for Americans’ 
rights, proponents stated that they 
would be permitted to share in its bene- 
fits under the terms of the revised 
U. S.-Philippine trade agreement. 


The major economic development in 
the month was the final conclusion and 
signing of a reparations agreement with 
Japan (Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 
21, 1956, p. 9). 


Bank Policies Changed 


The Central Bank Survey Commis- 
sion, appointed in 1955 to review the 
Central Bank’s operations and policies, 
rendered its report, which criticizes the 
Bank mildly but concludes that its 
policies have been generally correct. 
Much of the criticism deals with func- 
tions which fell to the Bank because 
there was no other official agency to 
perform them. One important recom- 
mendation was that the Bank be re- 
lieved of import-control functions. 

The Central Bank announced some 
significant policy changes: A new for- 
mula is established for determining 
remittances on foreign-investment prof- 
its (to be discussed in a later issue of 
Foreign Commerce Weekly); limits on 
interest rates payable by banks and 
financial institutions on savings and time 
deposits are fixed officially for the first 
time; the rate on savings deposits is set 
at 2 percent, and the rate of time depos- 
its at 2% percent. 

The Central Bank also announced its 
willingness to enter into forward ex- 
change contracts to a limited extent. 
Early in the month, the Bank an- 
nounced its readiness to sell foreign 
exchange forward to cover commitments 


(Continued on page 8) 


Field Offices Give 
Quick Sérvice 


Information on all phases of world 
trade — ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to busi- 
hessmen in their own cities or ]o- 
calities through the 32 Field Offices 
of the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the United 
States and abroad. Aided by the cur- 
rent information and publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
ington, they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their commu- 
nities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Com- 
merce publications, reference mate- 
rial, and other information, for use 
by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 

AOmie Bide. N. Mex., Room 321 Post 


Office 
an. Peachtree and Seventh 


Atlanta 23, 
St. Bldg 

Boston 9, Sense. -, 1416 U. S. Post. Office and 
Courthouse 7 


Buffalo 3, N fi7 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, < - Area 2, Sargeant 

Jasper Bld a West End Broad 
Cheyenne, 


307 Federal Office, Bldg. 
Chicago 6 Ili, 396 W. Jackson Bird. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave, 
Dallas 22, Tex. ™ 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fia., 425 Federal Bld 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Blig. 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 8S. Broadway. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bld 
Miami 32, Fla., 300 N. E. First 
Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


New _ “eee 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, we 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Greg., 217 Old U. 8. Court- 
house 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1108 East Main St. 

St. Louis 1, Mo. * 910 New Federal Bldg. 

ws ¥ Lake City 1 , Utah, 222 8.W. Temple 


RY 
San Francisco 11, Calif.. Room 419 
Customhouse. 
235 U. S. Courthouse and 


Savannah, Ga. 
Post Office Blag 
Seattle 4, Wash., F509 First Ave. 





For local telephone numbers consult 
U. 8. Government section of phone book. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Turkey Initiates Stabilization Program 


Turkey’s new stabilization program, announced by the Prime Min- 
ister in January, was brought under way in the first quarter of 1956. 

Designed to combat growing domestic inflation and external pay- 
ments difficulties, the plan provides that: 


e New investments will not be allowed to impair the primary ob- 


jective of completing development proj- 
ects already initiated. New investments 
will be limited to those which will have 
a positive and rapid effect upon the 
country’s balance of payments. 

e The general and annexed budgets 
will be balanced without recourse to 
Central Bank financing. 


@ The financial requirements of State 
economic enterprises will be met 
through their own resources, without 
recourse to the Central Bank. These 
requirements will be determined by a 
new ministerial committee. 

@ The Bank Credit Regulation Com- 
mittee will confine bank credits to pro- 
ductive projects and for nonspeculative 
purposes. The volume of agricultural 
credit will not be allowed to increase. 

@ The Government’s import policy is 
to meet the country’s requirements ac- 
cording to a priority schedule. Every 
“possible step will be taken to increase 
exports. 

Press reaction to the new program 
was unanimously favorable, By the end 
of the first quarter some of the mone- 
tary and fiscal measures decided upon 
had already been put into force. How- 
ever, it was agreed that only a start 
had been made in the stabilization 
effort. 


Trade Balance Improves 


The deficit in Turkey's trade balance, 
the main element in its balance of pay- 
ments, dropped from 100 million Turk- 
ish liras in the first quarter of 1955 to 
34 million in the first quarter of 1956 
(2.8 Turkish liras=US$1). This im- 
provement was not accompanied, how- 
ever, by any visible easing of the coun- 
try’s external payments difficulties. 

A heavy additional burden on Tur- 
key’s foreign payments resources has 
come in recent months as the first pay- 
ments on substantial supplier credits 
from Western Europe, granted in the 
past 2 years, have fallen due. According 
to Western European sources some of 
these payments have not been met on 
time and Turkey has failed to make any 
net reduction in the volume of commer- 
cial arrears to foreign exporters, 

Turkey's nominal gold and foreign ex- 
change holdings, as Officially reported 
by the Central Bank, showed a net defi- 
cit of 119 million liras at the end of 
March, This represented an improve- 
ment of 80 million liras in the quarter, 
principally in the reduction of official 
foreign exchange liabilities to foreign 
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creditors. However, the Central Bank 
figures do not cover all of the coun- 
try’s liabilities; for example, they ex- 
clude the bulk of the commercial ar- 
rears owed to foreign exporters. 


During the budget hearings the Min- 
ister of Economy and Commerce re- 
ported Turkey’s total foreign debt, both 
public and private, to be 3,050 million 
liras, about three times greater than the 
total shown by official publications. The 
country’s public debt to foreigners was 
officially reported to amount to 968 mil- 
lion liras at the end of 1955. The dis- 
crepancy is due largely to the omission 
from the official debt figure of such 
items as commercial arrears, loans 
backed by gold, and a major part of for- 
eign supplier credits. 


Agreements Negotiated 

In March an agreement with Syria 
was signed at Ankara, including most- 
favored-nation provisions and a general 
commitment to further the development 
of commerce between the two coun- 
tries. Also in March, a Turkish-Japa- 
nese mixed commission which met under 
the terms of the February 1955 trade 
agreement agreed that the commodity 
lists in the agreement should be extend- 
ed until July 1956. 

Negotiations began in Bonn at the 
end of February on the whole range of 
trade and payments problems—princi- 
pally the question of the settlement of 
commercial arrears—between Turkey 
and West Germany. West Germany is 
Turkey’s most important trading part- 
ner, after the United States. 

The Turkish-Netherlands trade and 
payments agreement of April 1955 came 
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into force upon approval by the Turkish 
Cabinet in March, 

The most noteworthy import in- 
crease compared with the first 1955 
quarter was in transport vehicles, This 
was caused partly by the inclusion of 
agricultural tractors and trailers in this 
category for the first time, but pri- 
marily by the delivery from West Ger- 
many. of two new passenger-freight 
liners to the State-owned Maritime 
Bank. 


Textile and yarn imports dropped gub- 
stantially, These imports have been de- 
creasing for more than 2 years as new 
textile factories opened in Turkey, The 
unusually large import decrease in the 
first quarter of 1956 may also be attrib- 
utable to the new stabilization policy 
of curtaijing relatively low-priority im- 
ports, which may partly explain the 
marked decrease in the “other” imports 
figure as well, 

Automotive spare parts and acces- 
sories were difficult to find and com- 
manded higher prices on the market; 
however, tires and tubes and certain 
spare parts for trucks, financed by the 
International Cooperation Administra- 
tion, reportedly were in somewhat bet- 
ter supply in some areas, Coffee short- 
ages recurred in some of the larger ur- 
ban centers and in rural areas, Late in 
the quarter some petroleum products, 
particularly kerosene and diesel oil, 
were scarce in scattered localities, On 
the whole, however, most types of soft 
consumer goods, imported as well as do- 
mestic, appeared. to be adequately 
stocked in urban shops. 


Foreign Investments Approved 

Although some industries were ham- 
pered by shortages of imported raw ma- 
terials and spare parts, activity gener- 
ally maintained a high level. Manufac- 
turing industries using local raw ma- 
terials reportedly were operating near 
capacity, particularly the important 
cotton yarn and textile mills, but manu- 
facturers dependent on foreign raw ma- 
terials reported little improvement. 
Wool tops, artificial silk, nylon, rubber, 
cocoa, pharmaceuticals and some other 
chemicals, some types of building ma- 
terials, and various other supplies from 
foreign sources continued in short sup- 
ply. 

The Council of Ministers approved 16 
additional foreign investment licenses. 
Most of the applications provided for 
Turkish participation With foreign capi- 
tal. One of the largest of the new li- - 
censes is for the American ‘Tobacco 
Company of the Orient, Inc., which pro- 
posed to invest $1 million in warehouse 
and workshop in the Black Sea city of 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Colombia Seeks Farm Expansion, 
Gets Advice From Study Mission 


Agricultural development in Colombia has progressed considerably, 
but the rate of progress has not been sufficient to keep pace with the 
needs of the rapidly growing population, according to an advisory mis- 
sion sent to the country by the World Bank. 

Colombian agriculture would need to be expanded by 25 percent 


over the next 10 years merely to pro- 
vide for the expected population in- 
crease, the mission has reported. The 
mission believes, however, that a much 
greater increase can be achieved—by 
tremendous mobilization of resources, 
coordinated action, and education—to 
bring self-sufficiency in food, except 
wheat, and permit a marked rise in 
consumption standards. 

Colombia's chief industry, agriculture, 
employs about 60 percent of the labor 
force. It makes the largest single con- 
tribution to the national income, sup- 
plies most of the country’s food re- 
quirements as well as most of the raw 
materials for secondary industries, and 
accounts for more than three-fourths of 
Colombia’s foreign exchange earnings. 

Because of the general economic im- 
portance of agriculture, the Colombian 
Government requested the World Bank 
to send a mission to review the coun- 
try’s agricultural potentialities and sub- 
mit recommendations. The mission vis- 
ited Colombia in April-June 1955, 


Arable Land Scarce 


The mission concluded that Colom- 
bia’s agricultural needs cannot continue 
to be met by the traditional system of 
extending the areas under cultivation 
because good undeveloped land suitable 
fer arable cropping is scarce, It recom- 
mends measures that will open new 
lands to crops and pasture at low cost, 
and that will bring about a steady and 
substantial increase of output, at lower 
production costs, on lands now in use. 

Colombia’s total land area is esti- 
mated at about 115 million hectares, in- 
cluding 27 million hectares believed to 
be in pasture and only 3 million hec- 
tares under crops (1 hectare=2.471 
acres). The agricultural areas are large- 
ly in the plateaus and valleys of the 
mountain regions and in the northern 
coastal plain. 

The good land which is not now in 
use but can be developed for crcps and 
pasture may not greatly exceed 1 mil- 
lion hectares. The Llanos, a vast 60- 
million-hectare area, are isolated and 
sparsely populated and are not included 
in this estimate. Livestock is raised in 
the western part of the Llanos and, un- 
less pilet projects and surveys indicate 
other profitable uses, these lands prob- 
ably will continue to be used mainly 
for this purpose. 

The mission urges an immediate land 
survey and classification showing the lo- 
cation, extent, and ownership of the 
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land, and soils, vegetation, topography, 
hydrology, and climate. 

The present land-use pattern is con- 
sidered one of the most serious obsta- 
cles to increasing agricultural produc- 
tion. The flat, fertile land should be 
used increasingly for mixed farming— 
crops and cattle—in proper rotation to 
preserve soil fertility, according to the 
mission, The rolling land could be made 
more productive by using modern tech- 
niques and animal-drawn equipment on 
relatively small-scale holdings. The 
steep lands should eventually be aban- 
doned for crops, and used for pastures 
or reforested. 


Legislation Needed 

A land organization system in which 
the landlord provides the land improve- 
ments and the tenant provides the im- 
plements and working capital should be 
adopted, the mission believes. 

The Government will need to enact 
legislation establishing a suitable land- 
lord-tenant relationship, particularly 
with regard to leases. Also, the Govern- 
ment should encourage the progressive 
leasing of parts of large estates now in 
pasture to cultivators capable of farm- 
ing fertile flat land on a large scale, but 
who lack land. The lease conditions 
should preclude monocultivation and soil 
mining. 

Colombia already has a good farm 
credit system but, as agriculture de- 
velops, additional capital will have to 
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be mobilized especially for medium- 
and long-term investment, The mission 
recommends that the Caja de Credito 
Agrario, Colombia’s most important sin- 
gle source of farm credit, begin to di- 
rect finance to the most efficient and 
progressive farmers and to purposes 
leading to more economic farming and 
a more stable rural population. 


To achieve better farming methods, 
education ranging from primary school 
through university training and spe- 
cialized training should be provided by 
the Ministry of Agriculture, the mission 
recommended. 


Farm Supplies Needed 


The Government should stimulate 
greater use of machinery and materials 
—fertilizers, insecticides, fungicides, 
better seeds—to increase production in 
the next 10 years. The mission estimates 
that at least 600 additional tractors 
with complementary machinery will be 
needed annually during the next decade, 
as well as much more nitrogen, phos- 
phorus, potash, and lime supplies. Until 
commercial interests are able to sup- 
ply those needs, the Government will 
have to continue its efforts to make 
adequate supplies available. 


The flood protection, irrigation, and 
drainage projects which the mission pro- 
poses should be undertaken within the 
next 10 years would benefit a total area 
of 400,000 hectares. The floor control 
projects would be in the Cauca Valley, 
the Sabana de Bogota, and in the region 
of Sogamoso in the central western part 
of the country. The drainage projects 
would be in different parts of the Cor- 
dillera Oriental and the Cauca Valley, 
and the irrigation projects in the Tolima 
Department. 


The mission suggests that the Min- 
istry of Agriculture be strengthened in 
terms of organization, personnel, and 
finances, so that it can exercise effective 
leadership in formulating and carrying 
out a dynamic agricultural program, and 
that the agencies concerned with agri- 
culture be coordinated. 


The mission advocates well-defined 
price and marketing policies, coordi- 
nated with production policies, increased 
farm credit, adequate budgetary allo- 
cations, and measures to stimulate the 
flow of private capital into agriculture. 

The mission’s preliminary figures for 
the period 1956-65 are: Recurring budg- 
etary appropriations, above present ex- 
penditures—6 million pesos for the first 
year, increasing to 21.3 million pesos 
at the end of the period, plus about 13.5 
million pesos during the period for spe- 
cial projects, such as the agricultural 
census and soil survey (2.5 pesos= 
US$1); capital investment during the 10 
years would be about 248 million pesos, 
or an average of about 25 million pesos 
annually; and increased budget alloca- 
tions to the Caja de Credito Agrario 
would be about 200 million pesos, or 20 
million pesos annually, 
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Chile's New Investment Cuban Economic Activi 


Law Attracts Capital 


Approved applications for foreign in- 
vestments in Chile under the new For- 
eign Investment Law (decree law No. 
437 of February 2, 1954) numbered 72, 
totaling $32,062,634, in the first 20 
months since the statute’s enactment, 
according to the Foreign Investments 
Committee administering the new law. 


The Committee noted that these fig- 
ures do not include an additional $94,- 
627,000 of foreign investments approved 
in 1955 and 1956 in the copper mining 
industry, which is covered by separate 
legislation (law No. 11,828 of May 5, 
1955, copper law). 

The Committee reported a total of 
212 applications received in the first 
20 months; 72 of these were approved 
and 12 are ready for approval. Fifty-six 
applications have been denied and 72 
are pending. 

The following table indicates the na- 
tional origin of the 72 authorized appli- 
cations: 








Percent 
Country Applications Authorized of total 
of origin approved capital capital 
United States ........ 26 $14,843,364 46.3 
Rs ae N 5,210,884 16.3 
oS ere 8,486,666 10.9 
Germany ng * 414,614 7.6 
Panama ....... an 2,255,867 70 
France ~ Tay 1,669,922 5.3 
Argentina . hace 869,105 2.7 
VENEZUELA cerccseccecsreee 1 420,425 1.3 
oe a | 290,000 9 
Belgium ..... a 174,794 5 
Switzerland 3 174,130 5 
) ere - 161,849 5 
BECURGOR occecccsccsccscens 1 31,014 Al 
Dominican 
Republic secur 1 40,000 1 
EEE, anttpresseces. 20,000 R 
GEE PF onaott ; 72 $32,062,684 100.0 
Source: Me morandum Sobre Labores ss 


Comite de Inversiones Extranjeras, May 1956 
Santiago, Chile. 


The following table shows the distri- 


bution by economic sectors of approved 
investments: 


Percent 
Approved Author- of 
applica- ized total 
Sectors trons capital capital 


Agriculture, forestry, 
fishing, and hunting... 9 

Exploitation of mines 
(excluding copper) 


$ 3,092,476 9.6 


and Quarries ........c00.0 q 6,882,088 21.5 
Industries: 
FOOdStUiTS oocccccccecscecessee 1 198,800 8 
Textiles and 
derivatives m2 10,605,529 33.1 
Shoes and apparel — ww © 543,400 1.7 
Paper and paper 
products ae 207,900 6 
Leather and leather 
products ey 195,447 6 
Rubber and rubber 
products iat 28,571 a 
Chemical products ....12 6,332,284 19.8 
Mineral products, 
nonmetallic Sanita ia 679,070 2.1 
Metallic products ........ 6 429,012 1.3 
Machinery, 
nonelectrical . 2 1 176, 19 3.7 
Electrical mac hinery” 1 00,000 3 
Construction ........ — 570,000 1.8 
Transport and 
communication _ ........... 10 1,021,867 ws 
NE -decettnacsrinbcieans 32,062,634 100.0 
Source: Memorandum Sobre Labores del 


Comite de Inversiones Extranjeras, May 1956, 
Santiago, Chile. 


Foreign capital permitted to enter 
Chile under the Foreign Investment 
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ty at High | 


Level; Investment Expansion Seen 
General economic prosperity prevailed in Cuba in May and most 


business was reported good. 


Processing of the 1956 sugar crop, virtually completed at the end of 
the month, was expected to be followed by the usual summer and early 


fall letdown, however. 

Further expansion of direct invest- 
ment from the United States was indi- 
cated as plans advanced for new fac- 
tories to manufacture cement, glass con- 
tainers, and kraft paper and for new 
investments in the minerals industry. 


The Sugar Institute reported total 
production from the 1956 sugar crop 
at 4,564,015 tons on May 31, up 4.5 per- 
cent from the 1955 crop. Because of 
the general shortage of surplus cane, 
less than one-fourth of the mills entered 
postseason production of high-test 
molasses this year, and total output was 
expected to be less than 60 percent of 
the 211 million gallons provisionally sold 
by the Institute. A few mills were pro- 
ducing “green sugar” for cattle feed on 
a trial basis, but total production was 
not expected to exceed 10,000 tons, 

Sugar Exports Up 

Sugar sales on the world market con- 
tinued fairly satisfactory and 1956 ex- 
ports had passed the 2-million-ton mark 
by May 15, about 5 percent above the 
amount exported in the corresponding 
period of the preceding year. 

Enactment of. new sugar legislation 
in the United States caused little new 
comment, as attention had turned to 





Law is granted certain benefits and 
guarantees, Details of Chile’s Foreign 
Investment Law are given in the De- 
partment of Commerce publication 
“Foreign Investment Law and Regula- 
tions of Chile,”” World Trade Informa- 
tion Service, part 1, No, 55-93, 


U. S. Firms Invest 


The Foreign Investments Committee 
stated that new foreign investments 
totaling $94,627,000 were authorized for 
the copper industry in 1955 and 1956 
under Chile’s law No. 11,828. These 
investments, all of U. S. capital, were 
for the following projects: 

@ Expansion of capacity and other 
improvements of Anaconda’s facilities 
at Chuquicamata and Potrerillos, $36,- 
897,000 


® Modification of Anaconda’s elec- 


trolytic refining facilities at Chuquica-~ 


mata, $1,050,000. 


@ Development of Anaconda’s new 
copper deposits, El Salvador mine, $52,- 
950,000, 

@Improvement of Braden’s milling 
facilities at E] Teniente, $1,836,830. 

@ Replacement of flotation coils at 
Braden’s El Teniente, $1,900,000, 





the International Sugar Conference in 
New York. 


Import data through May indicated 
that for the first time Cuba might not 
import its full 3. 
low-duty rice quota by June 30, the end 
of the quota year (1 quintal<1014 
pounds). An increase in domestic rice 
production, the new retail-trade prac- 
tice of holding smaller inventories, and 
a decline in consumption in some areas 
were the principal factors contributing 
to reduced import requirements, 


Coffee Crop Sets Record 

A record production of 120 million 
pounds of hulled coffee from the May 
1-April 30 crop is reported more than 
40 percent above the preceding crop. 
About 35 percent the 1955-56 
coffee crop was authorized for export, 
of which about 85 percent had been 
shipped by the end of May, largely to 
the United States, 

Cia. Cubana de Cemento Portland 
S. A., a subsidiary of Lone Star Cement, 
announced that it would build a new 
plant at Jaruco, 40 miles east of Havana. 
The new plant, scheduled to be in pro- 
duction by late 1957, will add a million 
barrels a year to the 2.4 million barrels 
now produced annually by the com- 
pany’s plant in Mariel. This proposed 
production, added to that of the new 
nationally owned plant at Santiago, is 
expected. to bring total Cuban cement 
production to about the domestic de- 
mand level. 

Cement imports in 1955 totaled an 
estimated 1.5 million barrels, and im- 
port demand has remained strong as 
the boom in private construction ac- 
tivity continues. 

The Owens-Illinois Glass Co. an- 
nounced plans to build a multimillion- 
dollar bottle and container factory at 
San Jose de Lajas near Havana, Con- 
struction is scheduled to begin shortly 
and plans call for the new plant to be 
in production by the end of next year. 

W. R. Grace Co, representatives an- 
nounced preliminary plans to establish 
a kraft paper mill with a capatity of 
30,000 tons a year, based on utilization 
of bagasse, 


Mining Interest High 
Interest in mining development re- 
mained high as many domestic and for- 
eign enterprises sought new properties. 
A leading American company reportedly 
completed arrangements to acquire the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Belgian Industrial Activity High; 
Steel and Coal Production Up 


Industrial activity in Belgium continued high in May and was 
expected to show an overall increase over April. 

In view ef an expected increase in the output of steel and steel 
manufactures, the unofficial index of industrial activity was forecast 
at 114.1, up 1 percent from the provisional April figure of 112.4 and 


up 6.5 percent from the May. 1955 index 
of 107 (1953=—100). 


Coal production was estimated at 2.6 
million metric tons, up slightly from 
April, and 7 percent higher than the 
May 1955 output. The increase occurred 
despite the continued decline in the 
number of coal mine workers available. 
The Italian embargo on the emigration 
of workers to Belgium has not been 
lifted and the number of available 
miners fell to slightly below 146,000 at 
the end of May, a 1-percent drop from 
the preceding month. 


Pithead Stocks Down 


The heavy demand for coal continued 
to drive down pithead stocks, to 316,000 
metric tons at the end of May, as com- 
pared with 323,000 metric tons at the 
end of April and 1.3 million metric tons 
at the end of May 1955. 


It was reported at the end of May 
that the High Authority of the Euro- 
pean Coal and Steel Community had 
granted Belgian coal mine operators 
permission to increase industrial coal 
prices an average of about 4 percent. 


Steel production is estimated at 
525,000 metric tons, up 2 percent from 
April and up 14 percent from the 
462,000 metric tons produced in May 
1955. Steel prices remained firm and 
delivery delays continued to range from 
3 to 6 months, depending on the product. 
The demand for concrete reinforcing 
bars increased after having slacked off 
somewhat in April. Pig iron producers 
raised their prices 3-6 percent. 


Exports of the Belgian-Luxembourg 
Economic Union (BLEU) totaled 13.6 
billion francs in April, up 2 percent 
from the preceding month and 23 per- 
cent from the 11.1 billion francs’ worth 
exported in April 1955 (1 Belgian franc 
=US$0.02). The increase from March 
to April affected primarily common 
metals and their works, minerals, and 
transport material. 

April imports fell to 13.2 billion 
francs, down 4.5 percent from the 
preceding month, but up 18 percent 
from the 11.1 billion francs’ worth of 
merchandise imported in April 1955. 
The April trade surplus of 396 million 
francs compared favorably with the 
542-million-frane deficit for March and 
the 50-million-franc deficit for April 
1955. 

BLEU’s surplus with its European 
Payments Union (EPU) partners was 
555 million francs in May, compared 
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with 983 million francs in April and 
271 million francs in May 1955. 


Living Costs Rise 

The retail price index rose further, to 
103.3 as compared with 102.9 in April 
and 99.2 in May 1955 (1953=100). The 
cost-of-living index, moving parallel, 
rose to 103.6 in May compared with 
103.2 in April and 100 in May 1955 
(1953= 100). 

The wholesale price index was 429 in 
April, the same as in March; it has 
risen about 2.5 percent since April 1955 
(1936= 100). s 

Department store sales in April were 
considerably below the April 1955 
figure; only household appliances, paper 
goods, and photographic supplies sold 
better. At the beginning of May sales 
were noticeably up, particularly in 
textile lines. 

Labor continued to press for a 45- 
hour week, but the demands appeared 
tempered by general concern over the 
rising retail price index and by the 
granting of a 2.5-percent wage increase 
in basic industries linked to that index. 

In the week ended May 26 about 
110,000 persons were partially or com- 
pletely unemployed, 18 percent below 
average unemployment in April and 36 
percent below the May 1955 figure. 


Spring Cereals Slow 


Spring cereals were 8-10 days behind 
normal owing to the abnormally low 
rainfall, but general grain crop condi- 
tions are reported satisfactory by the 
Ministry of Agriculture. The Govern- 
ment undertook a program to encour- 
age beef importation to combat rising 
prices. 

Note circulation at the end of May 
reached the very high figure of 107.2 
billion francs, from 106.9 billion francs 
on May 3, and up 4 percent from the 
103.1 billion francs in circulation at the 
end of May 1955. Total gold and con- 
vertible exchange holdings fell. to 48.1 
billion francs at the end of May, down 
a little over-1 percent from the 49 
billion frances held on May 3, but 8 per- 
cent higher than the 46 billion francs 
registered at the end of May 1955, 

Only about 200 million francs are 
held in convertible exchange, whereas 
a year ago over 2.2 billion francs were 
held in convertible exchange rather than 
in gold. The decline in gold and con- 
vertible exchange holdings from April 


Steady Uptrend Marked 
In Portuguese Trade 


Portugal's imports from foreign coun- 
tries totaled 3,024 million escudos in 
the first 4 months of 1956, up about 6 
percent over the like period of last 
year. Exports, valued at 1,850 million 
escudos, were almost the same as in the 
1955 period. 

Imports from the United States in 
January-April totaled 304 million es- 
cudos, almost one-third more than in 
the 1955 period. Exports to the United 
States, at 258 million escudos, were only 
slightly above the 1955 level for the 
same period. 

In terms of quantity, raw cork ex- 
ports declined by about one-third, com- 
pared with 1955, while exports of cork 
products increased by about 4 percent. 
Cotton yarns were down 35 percent and 
pyrites, 14 percent. Exports of naval 
stores increased by about 70 percent 
and cement shipments were about three 
times greater. 


Import Volume Drops 


Imports declined in quantity, particu- 
larly cotton, down 12 percent; potatoes, 
21 percent; coal, 3 percent; and crude 
petroleum, 4 percent. 

Total imports of farm machinery de- 
clined by 28 percent in value, but im- 
ports of farm machinery from the 
United States increased by about one- 
third. Imports of motor trucks, indus- 
trial machinery, and parts for machin- 
ery increased 20-30 percent. A 5-percent 
decline was noted in automobile im- 
ports, with the U. S. share of the total 
amounting to 3 percent this year com- 
pared with 13 percent last year. 

A sharp rise in imports of vegetable 
oils and oilseeds reflects the deficiency 
in local olive oil production from the 
1955 crop.—U, S. Emb., Lisbon. 





to May is partly attributable to the re- 
payment of 700 million Belgian francs’ 
worth of Treasury certificates in Swit- 
zerland. Total credit extended to EPU 
was slightly over 10 billion francs at the 
end of May, as compared with 9.9 
billion francs on May 3 and 9.3 billion 
francs at the end of May 1955. 


Deflation Plan Announced 


Early in May the Government an- 
nounced a limited deflationary program 
involving more selective use of credit 
in connection with industrial investment 
and building consiruction, postponement 
of certain nonessential public works, 
and encouragement of imports through 
the easing of compensatory import 
taxes. The Government also indicated 
that it was studying the possibility of 
importing foreign labor for building 
construction and was looking for means 
by which construction could be carried 
on in winter.—U. S. Emb., Brussels. 
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Report Aids Shippers 
To W. Germany 


U. S. exporters shipping to 
Western Germany now may 
obtain current information on 
how to prepare their shipments. 

A new report just released by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
contains up-to-date information 
on how to prepare shipping docu- 
ments; on labeling, marking, and 
packing requirements; and on 
customs procedures, 

Entry, transit and warehousing 
facilities also are described, and 
regulations covering samples and 
advertising matter explained. 

Entitled Preparing Shipments 
to Federal Republic of Germany 
and Western Berlin, the report is 
published as No. 56-57 in Opera- 
tions Reports, part 2 of BFC’s 
World Trade Information Service. 
It is available from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S. Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., or from any of 
the Department of Commerce 
Field Offices at 10 cents a copy. 











Cuban Economic ... 
(Continued from page 5) 

most promising copper mine in Oriente 
Province. Exploration and promotion 
activities in the petroleum industry also 
continued high. A well developed near 
Havana may mark the opening of a new 
oil field of some importance. 


Cia. Cubana de Aviacion inaugurated 
direct flights to New York on May 12 
using recently acquired Super-G Con- 
stellations, The first of three Viscount 
turboprops purchased by Cubana was 
delivered and placed in operation on 
the busy Miami run at the end of the 
month, 

Cuba’s trade relations with West 
Germany were further strengthened 
with the ratification, effective May 15, 
1956, of the commerce and navigation 
treaty signed between the two coun- 
tries in Bonn on May 11, 1953. The new 
treaty, which will be in effect for a 10- 
year period, provides generally for re- 
ciprocal most-favored-nation treatment 
in matters relating to entry, residence, 
and commercial and industrial activities 
of citizens and in commercial and ship- 
ping relations between the two coun- 
tries, with exceptions for stipulated spe- 
cial circumstances including preferences 
granted by Cuba to the United States. 
—U. S. Emb., Havana. 





The commercial almond crop in Italy 
may amount to only 13,000 short tons, 
shelled basis, as a result of the Febru- 
ary-March freezes, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 
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Haitian Seasonal Economic Slump 
Brightened by Coffee Exports 


Haiti exhibited most of the normal dead-season economic character- 
istics in May, as retail sales slacked off, ship arrivals were greatly re- 
duced, and money in circulation started to fall. 

An unexpected bright spot was the sale of 54,372 bags of coffee, 
mostly to Europe. Some of the larger exporters, who had been holding 


off, obtained good prices in Germany 
and other north European countries. As 
of May 31,.a total of 358,078 80-kilo- 
gram sacks had been shipped—slightly 
above the original estimates for the 
season—and 25,000-30,000 sacks may 
still be in warehouses and country 
depots. 

For the next coffee crop, to start 
moving about September, Haiti will 
switch over to the 60-kilogram sack 
for export, 

Grinding by the MHaytian-American 
Sugar Co. (HASCO) has been retarded, 
Heavy March and April rains lowered 
the sugar content of the cane and 
slowed production, and the company’s 
output for the season may fall short 
of the originally estimated 64,000 short 
tons. - 

The Government is showing interest 
in the sugar mill near Cap Haitien 
known as Centrale Sucriere Nord-Haiti 
S.A., formed in January 1952 but never 
operated. The majority of the stock is 
owned by the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Mission Society, Inc., of Arling- 
ton, Va. The National Bank of the Re- 
public of Haiti has loaned the society 
money to get the mill into production, 
and, by a Presidential decree dated 
April 27, has been given 50 percent “of 
the voting rights in the company, which 
is capitalized at $200,000. 

A new sugar company, the Haytian 
Sugar Refinery, is to be built in the Cul- 
de-Sac plain. The mill machinery is 
being imported from Puerto Rico. 


Social Security Extended 


The Haitian Institute of Social In- 
surance, the country’s social security 
agency which formerly covered private 
employees only in the capital, is extend- 
ing its operations to cover such em- 
ployees in the provinces. The first pro- 
vincial company to participate in the 
scheme will be Reynolds Haitian Mines, 
Inc., owned by the Reynolds Metals Co. 
of Richmond, Va. The mine is located 
near Miragoane, on the north coast of 
the southern peninsula some 60 miles 
west of Port-au-Prince. The Institute 
has also announced that it is consider- 
ing increasing the employer’s contribu- 
tion from 1 percent of the payroll to 2 
percent. 

The American interests which pro- 
posed construction of a flour mill in 
Haiti some months ago have organized 
a local company for this purpose, to 
be called La Societe Haitienne de Mi- 





noterie S.A. It has a capital of $50,000, 
half of which is held by the Caribbean 
Development Co, of Washington, D. C. 

A new essential oils company in Port- 
au-Prince, Essences Aromatiques Vic- 
tor Boucard S.A., has already made 
some small shipnients. It is capitalized 
at $60,000, two-thirds of which is Hai- 
tian money, and one-third from a U. S. 
investor. 


Research Contract Extended 


The Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion has given the Haitian Fishery Office 
a 30-foot fishing boat, built in Norway, 
for research use. The research contract 
with the Cuban firm Mariscos del 
Caribe has been extended for 3 months. 
Test sales of salted and smoked fish 
have been made in interior towns. Al- 
though the potential of Haitian waters 
seems smaller than that of some other 
Caribbean islands, it appears to warrant 
exploitation. 


March and April tourist arrivals 
showed the normal seasonal drop, but 
were still above the previous year’s. 
The total for March was 9,252, up 8.13 
percent over March 1955; and for April, 
5,276, up 34.59 percent over April 1955. 

A Haitian deputation traveled to New 
York to discuss with steamship lines 
the possibility of increasing the number 
of winter cruise ships calling at Port- 
au-Prince. 

One of Port-au-Prince’s six de luxe 
hotels is adding 20 air-conditioned bun- 
galow-style rooms, to raise its total 
to 55. 

The Haitian legislature approved an 
additional $6-million Export-Import 
Bank loan in connection with the build- 
ing of the Artibonite Valley dam and 
irrigation system. Final approval was 
given by the President of Haiti on May 
17. This raises the total of the Exim 
Bank loan to $27 million. The main 
structure of the dam at Peligre is near- 
ing completion and will probably be 
finished on schedule in July. 

Other construction works were at a 
minimum. Grand Travaux des Marseilles 
started asphalting the rehabilitated sec- 
tion of the national highway beween 
Gonaives and Ennery, and plans to start 
on the Croix-des-Bouquets to Ganthier 
road in the Cul-de-Sac plain as soon as 
the national highway job is finished. 
Some small drainage projects were un- 
der way in the provincial city of Jac- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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L. A. Draft Indebtedness 
To U. S. Exporters Up 


' Aggregate draft indebtedness of Lat- 
in American countries to U. S. export- 
ers rose by $3.4 million during May to 
$155.5 million, the highest since Sep- 
tember 1953, the Federal Reserve Bank 
of New York has reported in its month- 
ly survey of the draft experience of 
14 large commercial banks. 


Drafts outstanding against Colombia 
increased $0.5 million to $46.1 million. 
The continued accumulation of draft 
indebtedness by Colombia reflects that 


country’s difficulties in adjusting im- 
port expenditures to available ex- 
change. Mexico’s indebtedness rose $0.7 
million to $13 million, while that of 
Argentina rose to $3.9 million, both 
increases reflecting mainly the rise in 
imports by these countries in recent 
months. Drafts outstanding against 
Venezuela declined by $0.6 million to 
$28.7 million. Smaller changes were re- 
ported in the draft indebtedness of 
other Latin American countries, 


Draft Payments Up 


Draft payments by Latin American 
countries in May amounted to $38.4 
million, $6.7 million more than in April 
Colombian payments rose $2.5 million 
to $3.8 million, while payments by Peru 
totaled $3.6 million, Venezuelan pay- 
ments rose to $8.6 million in the third 
consecutive monthly increase. Smaller 
increases were reported for Brazil, 
Cuba, Mexico, and 9 other countries. 
Eight countries decreased their draft 
payments. 


New drafts drawn by U. S. exporters 
on Latin American importers during 
the month totaled $41.7 million. The in- 
crease of $6.4 million over April re- 
sulted from substantially larger draw- 
ings on Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, and 
Peru, and smaller increases for 16 
other countries. Drawings on Colombia 
increased by $1.2 million to $4.3 million, 
while those on Cuba rose by $1.5 mil- 
lion to $4.3 million. 


The outstanding amount of confirmed 
letters of credit issued by the reporting 
banks in favor of U. S. exporters in- 
creased by $7.4 million during May to 
$160.9 million, the highest since Novem- 
ber, 1952. Outstandings on Argentina in- 
creased to $48.9 million, the fifth con- 
secutive monthly rise, while those on 
Brazil rose $1.6 million to $18.1 million. 
Noticeably larger outstandings on Bo- 
livia, Chile, Cuba, and Uruguay also 
were reported. Outstanding letters of 
credit on Colombia declined to $15.9 
million, while those on Mexico fell to 
$21.6 million and on Venezuela to $13.4 
million, 








Turkey Initiates . . .. 

(Continued from page 3) 
Samsun. Another large project is a pro- 
posed brewery in Izmir, in which Am- 


stel of the Netherlands planned to -in- 
vest 2.5 million guilders, 


A plant which began assembling 
Willys jeeps at Tuzla in January had 
produced about 200 jeeps by the end of 
the quarter. Some other factories with 
American capital continued to feel the 
effects of the shortage of foreign ex- 
change for raw material imports. The 
Remington Rand typewriter assembly 
plant, awaiting initial foreign exchange 
allocations, had not yet begun to oper- 
ate. The Minneapolis-Moline tractor 
plant at Ankara, however, received 
some official allocations to permit it 
to proceed with expansion plans. 


Expansion of the Catalagzi thermal 
power plant near the Zonguldak coal 
center to double its previous 60,000 
kilowatts was completed. This plant, 
now Turkey’s largest power producer, 
supplies power to the northwest Ana- 
tolian network from Istanbul to Ankara. 

Total electric power production in 
Turkey rose to 1,608 million kilowatt 
hours in 1955, a 15.8-percent increase 
over 1954, 

A total of 151 licenses for petroleum 
exploration under Turkey's .1954 law 
were granted to 12 oil companies, sev- 
eral of which continued preparations for 
exploratory field work this summer. 
One company laid the groundwork for 
importing a drilling rig—the first to be 
imported under the 1954 law—that was 
expected to be in operation before the 
end of the summer, 


Oil Refinery in Operation 

The newly constructed petroleum re- 
finery at Batman in eastern Turkey suc- 
cessfully completed trial runs as the 
American construction contractor pre- 
pared to turn the refinery over to the 
State-owned Turkish Petroleum Co. The 
refinery, Turkey’s first, began producing 
fuel oil for the railroads in the spring 
of 1955, and commercial! gasoline pro- 
duction in January 1956. By early 
March it was in full production except 
for occasional cutbacks owing only to 
the shortage of crude oil. 


The Turkish State Airlines, formerly 
a wholly owned State enterprise, on 


.March 1 was converted into a company 


inviting private participation. The new 
firm, called Turkish Airlines and known 
as DHY, has a nominal capitalization 
of 60 million liras. By the end of the 
quarter the Ministry of Finance still 
held more than 58 million liras’ worth 
of the stock but it was hoped that pri- 
vate interests, including at least one 
foreign airline, would purchase some 
shares, 


A second release of $25 million in 
ICA aid to Turkey under the VU. S. fiss 
cal 1956 aid program was announced, 


to bring to $37.5 million the total of 
economic aid announced since last July. 
In view of the critical supply situation, 
most of the $25 million was allocated 
for import of raw materials and spares 
and the remainder for certain high-pri- 
ority investment needs. 

In March the United States and Tur- 
key signed an agreement under which 
the United States will ship 10,000 tons 
of cottonseed oil—valued at about $4 
million—to Turkey against payment in 
Turkish liras under Public Law 480, 
The United States agreed to furnish 
Turkey some $14 million for disaster re- 
lief, consisting of various agricultural 
commodities and such items as tents 
and clothing.—U. S. Emb., Ankara. 





Philippine Exports . . . 
(Continued from page 2) 


for all approved imports of industrial 
equipment. The Bank later agreed to 
similar forward-exchange commitments 
with banks borrowing dollars to gener- 
ate pesos for financing commodity ex- 
ports (Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 
28, 1956, p. 8). 

Other developments were the exten- 
sion of the Philippine-Japanese Pay- 
ments Agreement for a further period 
of 3 months—August 31; reenactment 
of Gold Subsidy Law—Republic Act 
1164; continuation of labor-union activi- 
ties involving a number of strikes 
against American firms; and the visit 
of the Brookhaven Asian Nuclear Re- 
actor team. 


No new development of significance 
in the field of new investment reached 
the crystallization stage, but nego- 
tiations continued with responsible gov- 
ernment officials on several projects.— 
U. S. Emb., Manila, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Quota Balances Available Under BTIP 


Applications from qualified firms for shares of quota balances avail- 
able for various commodity groups under the British Token Import 
Plan will now be considered by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce for 


distribution in September. 


The British Token Import Plan, established with the United States 


in 1946, enables eligible U. S. firms to 
export to the United Kingdom token 
shipments of specified commodities 
whose import is generally prohibited by 
the British Government. 

Under the quota-balance procedure, 
as provided for in the Token Plan reg- 
ulations since 1954, any manufacturer 
of an item included in a specified com- 
modity group may apply to BFC for 
a share of the balance available for 
that group regardless of whether he 
had an established prewar trade in 
that commodity with the United King- 
dom. Nonmanufacturers may apply only 
if they were previously certified on the 
basis of their prewar exports of goods 
in -a commodity group for which a 
quota balance is available. 

Included in the list of more than 150 
commodities for which quota balances 
now are made available are canned 
vegetables, tobacco manufactures, leath- 
er footwear, apparel, textiles, electrical 
appliances, paints, medicinal prepara- 
tions, sporting goods, artificial teeth, 
and dental equipment and instruments. 

Before applying for a share of a 
quota balance an applicant must have 
accepted orders or sales contracts, To 
participate in the initial distribution of 
these balances he must submit his ap- 
cation to BFC not later than August 31. 

Applications for quota balances still 
available after the initial distribution 
will be considered between September 1 
and December 31 in order of their re- 
ceipt insofar as practicable. Every ef- 
fort will be made to assure equitable 
distribution among eligible applicants. 

Further information on quota bal- 
ances now. available may be obtained 
from the British Token Import Plan 
Unit, British Commonwealth Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or from any Department of 
Commerce Field Office. 

Commodity groups for which quota 
balances are available, and the total 
quota balance available for each group 
are listed as follows: 

Food and Drink 


156. Bottled — 
with ice cream, $25 

75. Canned macaroni and spaghetti, $4, 100. 

76. Canned pork and beans, $125. 

If circumstances sae. the quota balance 
available for canned macaroni and spaghetti, 
group 75; and canned vegetables, Sg 84, 
also, will be made available by FC for 
shipment of canned soups. 

84. Canned vegetables, including tomato 


juice, but excluding tomatoes and tomato 
puree, $42,415. 


processed for serving 


If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for canned pork and beans, group 
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76, also will be made availablé for shipment 
of canned vegetables 


1. Jelly powder, $13, 375. 

120. Marshmallow cooking ingredient, $4,500. 
83. Olives preserved in salt or brine, $750. 
219. Pectin, $6,000. 

157. Pickles, $7,750. 

73. Rolled or flaked oats, $1;200. 


178. Sugar confectionery of all pine, ex- 
cluding cocoa preparations, $13, 


If circumstances permit, the nn balance 
available for marshmallow, cooking ingredi- 
ent, group 120, also will be made available 
for shipment ot sugar confectionery. 


77. Whisky, $1,925. 


Tobacco Manufactures 
186. Cigarettes, $20,900. 


If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for manufactured smoking tobacco 
and plug tobacco, group 187, also will be 
made available for s han A of cigarettes. 


187. Manufactured smoking tobacco and 
plug tobacco, $850. 


If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for cigarettes, group 186, also will 
be made available for shipment of manufac- 
tured smoking tobacco and plug tobacco. 


Leather Products 


151. Fancy leather goods, excluding trunks, 


traveli bags, handbags, wallets, and poch- 
ettes, $975" 


221. Leather footwear, $197,035. 


138. Leather gloves, including — industrial 
ae. $2,576. 


Rubber Manufactures 


91. Household rubber gloves, $4,825. 
68, 69. Rubber bands and rubber erasers, 


875. 


67. Rubber bathing caps, $5,025. 


47. Rubber ging other than conveyor 
belting, $22,450. 


15. Rubber heels and soles, $825. 

80. Rubber hot-water bottles, $2,275. 
94. Rubber soling slabs, $75. 

16. Surgeon's soling slabs, $825. 


10. Waterproof rubber footwear of all 
types, ees leather footwear with rubber 
soles, $6,6 


If circumstances permit, the quota balance 





August 31 Deadline Set 
For Applications 


The Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has advanced by 1 month 
the date for initial distribution of 
quota balances under the British 
Token Import Plan, 

Thus distribution will begin on 
September 1, instead of October 1 
as formerly. 


Applications for quotas must be 
received not later than August 31 
in the British Token Import Plan 
Unit, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U.S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 











ilable f f group 18; aba 
tub bber a0 on ent bona. ~ urna a rubber 


sol as Me 
soling a 4 pe ment “a ee lao, will "be 
footwear. 


Cotton Fabrics and Manufactures 


141, Cotton host and shoe and corset laces 
and braid, $4,475. 


143. Cotton ribbons and tapes; 
of cotton and cotton-rayon mixtures, $2, 


79, Embroidery and piteerolter ee 
other than apparel of ki 
factured in 


Ay Kine te) > ier the home 
market, of whi ch Kingdo fabric Snolly 


or mainly of cotton, 3,00 
170. Finished cotton sewing thread, $3,875. 


169. Suiits, comet eee and other bed 


cove _cotton and .cotton-rayon mix- 
tures, 300, 


166, 167, 168. Woven cotton goods of 
all kinds, including bed ticking an a “furnish- 
ing fabrics of cotton and cotton-rayon mix-~- 
tures, $33,225. 

If circumstances permit, quota balance 
available for —— counterpanes, etc., group 
169, also will made available for shipment 
of woven cotton piece goods. 


Woolen Fabrics 


147. Wool and mohair plushes” and other 
wool-pile fabrics, $75. 


146. Woolen damasks, tapestr and bro- 
cades, $2,625. af, 


145. Woolen tissues, $1,050. 


Synthetic Fiber Manufactures 


63. Artificial silk woven fabric of a width 
not exceeding 12 inches, $550. 


7. Woven Seecte, of a width exceeding 12 
inches of artificial silk or of ae ge silk 
mixed with other materials except = in- 
cluding elastic braid and corset 

Furnishing fabrics of iceman 
sagaren appear undef group 167. 


If rcumstances permit, quota balance 
avuilable for artificial silk woven fabric of a 
width not exceeding 12 inches, grou o> on 
will be made available for shipmen arti- 
gps bay woven fabrics more than 12 inches 
n 





SUI 


Linen Manufactures 


162. Damask table linen; $25. 

164. Finished linen thread, $1,050. 

163. Linen canvas not under 12 ounces a 
square yard, $250. 
$55." Printed or dyed linen piece goods, 


Apparel 


6. Artificial silk clothing, excluding hese, 
ne (Women’s hose appears under group 


64. Athletes’ supporters). $800. 

108. Children’s outer garmenty. kaitted. 
netted, or crocheted, excluding hose, $1,700 
(Meation silk clothing appears under group 

cotton and woolen stockings under group 


nt Corsets, girdles, and brassieres, in- 
cluding cut shapes, $1,340. 

202. Garter and sanitary belts, $7,950. 

107. Men's and boys’ outer rmen 
material other than artific sil err 
knitted, netted, or crocheted, $4,475 
cial silk clothing under group 6; men's shirts 
under group 1 

10. Men's felt hats, lined or unlined, 

139. Men’s shirts, $1,625. 

201. Men’s socks, $100. 

106. Underwear of material other pen arti- 


ficial silk, excluding |. Soot girdle heiinn 
brassieres, $38,375. 8 


appears under group x 7 

$2. Proofed clothing of all kinds, induding 
blankets, baby pants, and crib sheets, an 
neoprene gloves, $40,300. 

If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for waterproof rubber footwear, 
group 10, also will be made available for 
shipments of proofed clothing. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Questions and Answers on BTIP Quotas 
And Procedures for Acquiring Shares 


What is a quota balance? 

It is that portion of the U. S. quota 
established for each of the various com- 
modity groups included under the 
British Token Import Plan which had 


not been issued by June 30 in the form 
of Token Quota Vouchers to firms cer- 
tified on the basis of their prewar ex- 
ports. 


What manufacturers are eligible to 
apply for a share of the quota balances? 


Any manufacturer of an item included 
in any Token Plan commodity group for 
which a quota balance has been an- 
nounced is eligible to apply for a share 
of that balance whether or not he ex- 
ported similar items to the United 
Kingdom during the base period 1936-38. 


May nonmanufacturers apply? 

Only nonmanufacturers—jobbers, 
wholesalers, exporters, etc.—who previ- 
ously were certified on the basis of their 
prewar exports of items in a commodity 
group for which a quota balance has 
been announced may apply for a share 
of the balance for that commodity 
group. 

May agents apply? 

An eligible manufacturer may author- 
ize an agent to apply for and receive 
on his behalf a share of the quota 
balances. Nonmanufacturers may not 
authorize agents to act for them. 

One copy of form FC-929, Author- 
ization of Agent To Act for Manufac- 
turer, if not already filed for the current 
Token Plan year, must be submitted, 
for each commodity group for which 
application for a share of quota balances 
is made, 


How does one apply for a share of a 
quota balance? 


Applicants must submit in triplicate 
form FC-928, Application for Token 
Quota Voucher (Form B—To Share in 
Distribution of Quota Balances) to the 
British Token Import-Plan Unit, British 
Commonwealth Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Copies of these forms may be obtained 
from the British Token Import Plan 
Unit or from any Department of Com- 
merce Field Office. 

A separate application must be sub- 
mitted for each British customer in each 
commodity group. One application may, 
however, list a number of accepted 
orders for items in the same commodity 
group placed by the same British 
customer, 


Whe may sign an application for a 
share of a quota balance? 


Form FC-928 must be signed only by 
the individual owner of a firm; or a 
partner, if the applicant is a partner- 


10 


ship; or a corporate officer, such as the 
president, vice president, secretary, or 
treasurer, if the applicant is a corpora- 
tion. 


Must an applicant have an accepted 
order in his possession when he applies? 


Each applicant at the time he applies 
must have in his possession an accepted 
order or sales contract for the amount 
of the quota balance covered by his 
application. 

Details of an accepted order, includ- 
ing name of United Kingdom importer, 
and description, quantity, and f.o.b. 
value of the commodities ordered must 
be shown in item 4 of the application 
form. 

Evidence of an accepted order must 
be retained by the applicant for 3 years 
from date of receipt of application by 
the Department of Commerce and must 
be available for inspection upon demand 
by any duly authorized representative 
of ‘the Department. 


What is an “accepted order’? 


An accepted order is a sales contract. 
Evidence of an accepted order may take 
the form either of a contract signed by 
both the U. S. seller and the British 
buyer, or of cables, correspondence, or 
other d6écuments which record both the 
British buyer’s offer to purchase the 
items on order and the applicant’s ac- 





Cdntrols in Colombia 


Summarized 


Colombia's import licensing and 

exchange controls are summarized 

* in a new pamphlet just published 
by the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce. 

The 3-page pamphlet explains 
Colombia’s import and export con- 
trol systems, current as of June 
1956, and describes the types of 
commodities for which import li- 
censes must be obtained as well 
_as prohibited imports. 

Colombia’s ex chang e-control 
mechanism and the categories of 
goods and services which may be 
paid for at the official rate of ex- 
change also are described. 

Entitled “Licensing and Ex- 
change Controls, Colombia,” and 
issued as No. 56-58 in Operations 
Reports, Part 2 of BFC’s World 
Trade Information Service, the 
pamphlet may be purchased from 
the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from 
any of the Department's Field Of- 
fices at 10 cents a copy. 











ceptance of the order. Such an accepted 
order may be made conditional upon 
issuance of a Token Quota Voucher and 
such other Government documents as 
may be required in connection with the 
transaction. 


What is the purpose of item 5 of the 
application, in which applicant is asked 
to state minimum share of announced 
quota balance he is willing to accept? 


The purpose of item 5 is to provide 
BFC with a statement of the amount of 
quota which an applicant and his British 
customer consider necessary to permit 
a minimum commercial shipment of the 
goods involved. This information is 
required to assure that shipments will 
be made against all of the quota dis- 
tributed to the applicant under the 
quota-balance procedure. 

If possible, every effort will be made 
to distribute to eligible applicants quotas 
sufficient to enable them to ship the 
full value of orders they have accepted 
from their British customers. BFC 
should like to be certain, however, that 
when the pro rata share of a quota 
balance available to any applicant is 
less than the value of the accepted 
order listed on his application, he will 
be able to ship goods to the value which 
his quota share would permit and that 
therefore the quota will not go to waste. 
This is why “the minimum amount of 
quota balance which the applicant has 
stated in item 5 of his application that 
he is willing to accept,” is listed in 
the Token Plan regulations, section 361. 
(7d) (2), as one of the considerations in 
the distribution of quota balances, 


How will quota balances be appor- 
tioned among applicants? 


In distributing quota balances of any 
specified commodity group, BFC will 
take into consideration the value .of 
the accepted order supporting the ap- 
plication; number of applicants who 
have applied for the quota balance avail- 
able in that commodity group; total 
value applied for against that quota 
balance; quota balance total; minimum 
amount of quota balance which the ap- 
plicant has indicated in item 5 of the 
application that he is willing to accept; 
and other factors that will assure 
insofar as practicable a fair and equi- 
table distribution among all eligible 
applicants. 

Any quota balance distributed during 
any one year of Token Plan operations 
in no way establishes a precedent or a 
claim to a quota for that applicant in 
any future Token Plan arrangements. 


When will quota balances be dis- 
tributed? 

An initial distribution of the quota 
balances will be made as soon as pos- 
sible after September 1 to eligible ap- 
plicants who prior to that date have 
“submitted an Application for a Token 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Lebanon Passes Rent 
Law-To Cover 3 Years - 


A new rent law for the years 1956-58 
was passed by the Lebanese Chamber of 
Deputies on May 30, 

The new law includes a mandatory 
requirement that landlords must con- 
tinue present rental contracts until 
December 31, 1958. Tenants, however, 
will have the right to leave the premises 
at the end of any of the next 3 years. 

Rentals may be increased under con- 
tracts signed before January 1, 1941, 
notwithstanding previous increases, as 
follows: Industrial and commercial 
rentals, 20 percent in 1956, 40 percent 
in 1957, 60 percent in 1958; and dwelling 
rentals, 15 percent in 1956, 30 percent 
in 1957, 45 percent in 1958, 

Rentals under contracts signed in 
1941 will be increased by 75 percent of 
the foregoing stipulated increases, and 
under contracts signed between January 
1942 and June 30, 1943, rentals will be 
raised by only 50 percent of those 
increases, 

Should a tenant of industrial or com- 
mercial premises wish to contest a pro- 
posed rent increase a court is to deter- 
mine a reasonable rental, 

Rentals under contracts signed after 
June 30, 1943, and before December 
1956 which have not been previously 
reduced will be lowered as follows: 25 
percent for buildings erected before 
January 1, 1940; 20 percent for build- 
ings erected before July 1, 1945; and 
15 percent for those erected before Jan- 
uary 1, 1956. 

Such reductions cannot be applied 
until at least 4 years have elapsed after 
erection of the building. 

The rent law does not apply to agri- 
cultural lands and buildings or to luxury 
buildings; that is those equipped with 
central heat and elevator and having a 
doorkeeper.—U. S. Emb., Beirut, 





Swiss Revise Sales Tax on 
Foreign Beer and Tobacco 


Swiss sales taxes on beer and tobacco 
manufactured abroad have been revised. 

The new rate for beer is established 
at 3 percent of its duty-paid value plus 
other fiscal charges. For manufactured 
tobacco the tax is 6 percent of its 
average value at frontier before customs 
duties, 

Established by an ordinance of May 
19, the new rates became effective on 
June 1, 

The action represents a change from 
specific to ad valoren rates for these 
commodities. Based on average unit 
value of imports of these items in 1955, 
the new rates should reduce taxes in 
most instances, particularly of manufac- 
tured tobacco products of most interest 
to U. S, exporters. 


July 16, 1956 
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Morocco Allots Dollar Exchange 


Official dollar exchange allocations 
for import of consumer and capital 
goods from dollar-zone countries have 
been established by the Moroccan Gov- 
ernment. 

Consumer goods allocations for the 
year 1956 total $3,356,000. Among im- 
portant items included are _ tobacco, 
$800,000; chemicals, including flotation 
agents for the mining industry and re- 
frigerants except Freon, $730,000; agri- 
cultural insecticides, $300,000; sulfur, 
$300,000; copper wire and bars, $300,- 
000; and pharmaceutical products, ex- 
cept vitamin B-12, $200,000. 

Allocations for capital goods, includ- 
ing spare parts, for the first 6 months 
of the year, total $4,945,000. Important 
items covered are automotive equipment 
spare parts, $1,250,000; mining and pub- 
lic works equipment and spare parts, 
$700,000 and $580,000, respectively; 
agricultural machinery and spare parts, 
$313,000 and $518,000, respectively; 





Questions and... 

(Continued from page 10) 
Quota Voucher (Form B—Share in Dis- 
tribution of Quota Balances), form FC- 
928 


If, however, any quota is still avail- 
able after such initial distribution, con- 
sideration will be given insofar as prac- 
ticable to applications received between 
September 1 and December 31, in order 
of their receipt. 


How will applicants be notified of a 
quota balance apportionment? 

After BFC has determined the distri- 
bution of the quota balances, Token 
Quota Vouchers will be issued against 
approved applications, The original 
copy of such an approved application 
becomes a Token Quota Voucher after 
it has been stamped with BFC’s valida- 
tion stamp and returned to the applicant 
by BFC, 


What Is the time limit for shipments 
against token quota vouchers? 

All shipments against Token Quota 
Vouchers issued in any one year to ap- 
plicants for a share of the quota bal- 
ances must be landed ih the United 
Kingdom before March 31 of the fol- 
lowing year. 


What restrictions are placed on the 
use and transfer. of token quota 
vouchers? 


_Vouchers issued by BFC to a manu- 
facturer or his duly authorized agent 
must be used only to ship to. the United 
Kingdom the products specified in the 
voucher which have been produced by 
that manufacturer and by no. other 
person or firm. 

A certified firm, not a manufacturer, 
must itself use vouchers issued to it by 
BFC and not permit such vouchers to 
be used by any other person or firm. 


tracklaying tractors, $391,000; 
industrial equipment, $279,000. 

The new dollar allocation for con- 
sumer goods represents a considerable 
drop from the $7,661,000 allocated for 
such goods in the 12-month period July 
1, 1954-June 30, 1955, but on a 6-month 
basis it is approximately equal to the 
dollar allocation totaling $1,648,500 
provided for the July-December 1955 
period. 

The 1956 list of goods does not include 
either raw cotton or aviation gasoline, 
for which July 1954-June 1955 alloca- 
tions were $2.9 million and $1.2 million, 
respectively. 

Capital equipment and spare part 
allocations for the first 6 months of 
1956 also represent a drop from the 
$14,844,000 provided for the 12-month 
period 1954-1955 and the $7,072,000 for 
July-December 1955. 

The new allocations were established 
by a notice published in the Bulletin 
Officiel of June 1.—U. S.. Emb., Casa- 
blanca. 


Lebanon Drops Gold 
Export Restrictions 


All restrictions on export and transit 
of gold were removed by the Lebanese 
Government on May 19, 


Formerly export of gold was permit- 
ted only subject to the exporter’s 
obtaining a prior export license, which ~ 
was used only for statistical purposes. 

In the past gold has been imported in’ 
transit by Beirut money brokers and 
kept in custody in an authorized bank 
for a period of about 3 to 6 months, 
according to regulations, and finally 
exported. 

Now that all restrictive measures on 
gold export and transit have been re- 
moved the Lebanese Government ex- 
pects that Beirut International Airport 
will assume a more prominent place in 
gold-transport operations. —U. S, Emb., 
Beirut. 


and 








Traffic Income Tax Exempt, 
Iceland, Scandinavia Agree 


All income obtained in Iceland from 
sea navigation or air traffic by physical 
or juridic persons domiciled in Sweden 
is exempt from taxation in Iceland, 
under an agreement signed by the coun- 
tries on October 5, 1955, with immediate 
effect. 

Reciprocally, all income obtained in 
Sweden from those sources by persons 
domiciled in Iceland is exempt from 
taxation in Sweden, 

Iceland at the same time concluded 
a similar agreement with Norway, and 
on October 10, 1955, another — 
agreement — Denmark, 
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Mexican Duties Up on 
Some Vehicles, Hats 


Mexican import duties have been in- 
creased sharply for ambulances, funeral 
coaches, truck tractors, and hoods for 
wool hats, and duties on certain hats 
with trimmings have been advanced 
moderately, effective June 8 and 11. 

Tariff items affected; their new duty 
status, specific in pesos per unit and 
percent ad valorem; with former rates 
shown in parentheses are as follows: 


Effective June 8 


751.03.00. Tractors with ‘cabs and attach- 
ment on the frame for coupling cargo trail- 
ers, if it is proved to the Director General of 
Customs through illustrations containing 
technical specifications that they possess 
essential characteristics that those assembled 
in the country do not have: Classification 
abolished (0.25 peso per gross kilogram and 
2 reent ad valorem). 

uch tractors now are dutiable under 
classification No. 751.03.99 covering unspeci- 
fied tractors for hauling trailers, dutiable at 
8,000 pesos each and 8 percent ad valorem, 


Effective June 11 


7563.00.01. Ambulances of any kind, auto- 
motive or not, 8,000 (100 pesos), 60 percent 
(8 percent). 

753.00.01. Funeral coaches of any kind, auto- 
motive or not, 8,000 pesos (1 pesos), 70 
percent (8 percent). 

$20.00.00. Hats of wool felt without trim- 
ming, 5 pesos (same), 70 reent (same). 
(No change in duties, classification revised 
to exclude hats with trimmings now covered 
by new classification No, 820.00.02, which 
follows.) 

$20.00.01. Hats of wool cloth without trim- 
mings, 5 pesos (same) and 70 percent (same). 
(No change in duties, classification revised 
to exclude hats with trimming now covered 
by new classification No. 820.00.03, which 
follows.) 

$20.00.02. Hats of wool felt with trimming 
of all kinds, 8 pesos and 70 percent. 

20.00.03. Hats of wool cloth with trimmings 
of all kinds, 8 pesos and 70 percent. 


820.01.00. Hats of hair felt without trim- 
ming, 5 pesos (same) and 70 percent (same.) 
(No change in duties, classification revised 
to exclude hats with trimming now covered 
by new classification No, 9820.01.01, which 
follows.) 

820.01.01. Hats of hair felt with trimming 
of all kinds, 8 pesos and 70 percent. 

822.00.00. Hat cones of wocl felt, not 
notched, 4 pesos (same) and 60 percent 
(same). 

8$22.00.01. Hat 
notched, 4 pesos 
(same). 


For the latter two classifications duties 
are not changed but the classifications are 
revised through exclusion of hat hoods and 
inclusion of the specification ‘“‘not notched.’ 
A note newly inserted into that section of 
the tariff stipulates that hat hoods will be 
classified as hats without trimmings. 


—Diario Oficial, June 7, 1956. 


cones of hair felt, not 
(same) and 60 percent 





Sweden Sets New Fees on 
Sugar and Sirup Imports 


Sweden has established a new sched- 
ule of import fees for sugar beets, sugar, 
sirup, and caramel not containing 
alcohol. 

These fees went into effect on May 1 
under the terms of a Royal decree of 
April 27 and are to remain in force 
for 3 years ending April 30, 1959. 

At the same time import duties on 
these products were removed. 

The new fees were established as part 
of the Swedish Government’s new agri- 
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cultural pricing program, the objective 
of which is to help maintain the do- 
mestic agricultural price system within 
certain limits in direct proportion to 
world market changes. 

Another measure, Royal Decree No. 
129 of April 27, placed sugar and sirup 
on Sweden’s. Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation import free list. 
Sugar beets and caramel had already 
been placed on that list by an earlier 
action.—U. S. Emb., Stockholm, 





Australian Licensing 
Regulations Changed 


New import-licensing regulations went 
into effect in Australia’ on July 1, 
although restrictions on dollar goods 
remain unchanged. 

The new controls are expected to 
reduce Australian imports by an ad- 
ditional ‘Af40 million, or US$89.6 
million. 

Quotas for nondollar imports appear- 
ing under category B, nonessential 
goods, and category A, essential items, 
are reduced by varying percentages 
depending on the essentiality of the 
goods and availability from local pro- 
duction. The most significant slash is 
a 50-percent cut from the present level 
for fully assembled motor vehicles and 
a 30-percent reduction in completely 
knocked-down vehicles. 

Imports from the United States and 
other dollar countries are not subject to 
specific quota restrictions. Each ap- 
plication for a dollar import license, as 
in the past,’ is dealt with individually 
on its merit and licenses are granted 
only for essential goods not available 
from Australian production or from 
nondollar sources.—U, S, Emb., Can- 
berra, 





investment in 


Federation of 
Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland 


basic information for 
United States businessmen 


- « « One of a series of country 
handbooks prepared by the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce .. . 


$1.75 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field ices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. ° 











New Mining Law in 


Effect in S. Africa 


A new law governing the operation 
of mines, mining plants, and mdehinery 
used in such installations went into 
effect in the Union of South Africa on 
May 2. 

The law, the Mines and Works Act, 
1956, represents a consolidation of exist- 
ing legislation on the subject dating 
back to the basic Mines and Works Act 
of 1911, although changes in the legis- 
lation are minor. 


The new act does not apply to pros- 
pecting activities, which remain gov- 
erned by separate Provincial laws, but 
it does apply nation-wide standards for 
the working and inspection of mines, 
works, and machinery used in mining 
installations. Subjects treated include 
the general powers of _ inspectors, 
procedure for inquiries into accidents, 
employment restrictions, and _limita- 
tions in the interest of health, safety, 
etc.—U. S. Emb., Pretoria. 


A copy of the act is available on Joan 
from the Near Eastern and African 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Raises Duties on Some Soap 


The Dominican Republic has _in- 
creased its import duties on some kinds 
of soap, 

Dominican tariff items affected; their 
new duties; and former rates, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows: 

341. Soap of coconut oil, cottonseed oil, 
olive oil, and similar soap, including castile 
soap, unperfumed, in paste, $50 per 100 gross 
kilograms ($16); (a) same soaps in chips, 
powder, or any other form except paste, un- 
perfumed, $30 per 100 gross kilograms ($16). 

These increases were effected by law 
No. 4477 of June 16.—U. S. Emb., 
Cuidad Trujillo. 


HAITI 
Bans U. S. Produce 


The Haitian Government has prohib- 
ited the entry of fruits, vegetables, and 
flowers from the United States until 
the epidemic of the Mediterranean fruit 
fly in that country has been terminated 
completely.—U. S. Emb., Port-au-Prince. 


LEBANON 


Frees Export of Some Items 
Lebanon has freed export of the 

following products, and they will no 

longer require an export license. 











Barley, tariff classification No. 71: straw, 
No. 90; sulfur, No. 179; coffee, No. 63. 


Poultry: Chickens, geese, ducks, turkeys, 
(Continued on page 16) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Australian Company 
Seeks Collaboration 


E. S. Clementson Pty., Ltd., Asbestos 
House, 65 York Street, Sydney, is inter- 
ested in an association with a U.S. firm 
to carry out large-scale construction 
projects in Australia. 

The company proposes construction of 
dams, hydroelectric works, defense and 
atomic energy plants, factories, bridges, 
roads, etc. 

The firm reportedly has completed a 
number of contracts ranging from $0.5 
million to $2 million, but feels that U.S. 
know-how and technical assistance will 
permit expansion of activities. 

D. G. Peacocke, managing director of 
E. S. Clementson Pty., Ltd., is sched- 
uled to arrive in the United States about 
August 20, for a 9 weeks’ visit. Con- 
struction and engineering firms inter- 
ested in discussing the possibilities of a 
joint-venture operation with the Aus- 
tralian company are invited to address 
their inquiries to Mr. Peacocke, c/o 
Chase Manhattan Bank, 18 Pine Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the Australian company is available to 
qualified U.S. firms from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 


Belgian Freight-Car Maker 
Proposes Joint Venture 


A large, well-established manufac- 
turer of railroad cars in Belgium wishes 
to collaborate with a U.S. firm in the 
formation of a joint-venture enterprise 
for the development and diversification 
of its operations. 


The company, the name of which is 
withheld here by request, reportedly 
holds orders for the manufacture of 
freight cars totaling approximately $5 
million. Working capital to meet these 
orders, as well as new capital for the 
proposed expansion and diversification 
of the company, is desired. Factory ca- 
pacity is said to be approximately 7,000 
freight cars of all types a year, or 92,- 
000 tons of fabricated structural steel 
a year. In a diversification program, the 
firm’s technical capabilities are said to 
be easily adaptable to other, nonrail- 
way fields. 

Firms interested in a more detailed 
report on this company’s proposal are 
invited to submit their requests to the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U.S. De- 
a of Commerce, Washington 25, 

. ce 
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Governments in Nine Countries Invite 
Bids for Equipment and Construction 


The follqwing governments, through 
their authorized procurement agencies, 
are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U. S. 
suppliers, 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and_ specifications, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as 
indicated by symbol (*), 


Egypt: 


Supply of 260,000 yards of different 
types of cables; bids invited until July 
25 by the Director General, Cairo Elec- 
tricity and Gas Administration, 53, 26 
July Street, Cairo. Tenders to be sub- 
mitted through agent established in 
Egypt and accompanied by provisional 
deposits of two percent of value of 
contract.* 

Supply of switchgear equipment; bids 
invited until August 15 by the Cairo 
Electricity and Gas Administration. 
Tender documents and_ specifications 
may be purchased from the Egyptian 


Embassy, 2310 Decatur Place NW., 
Washington, D. C., for $4.75. 
Ethiopia: 

Armoured telephone cable, 22,000 


meters, and unarmoured telephone ca- 
ble, 29,000 meters; bids invited until 
July 24 by the Imperial Board of Tele- 
communications of Ethiopia, P. O. Box 
1047, Addis Ababa; quotations c.i.f, 
Jibouti.* 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland: 
Four stationary diesel engines to de- 
liver 24 brake horsepower at an alti- 
tude of 1,800 feet above sea level; bids 
invited until July 20 by the Secretary, 
Federal Tender Board, P. O. Box 8075, 
Causeway, Southern Rhodesia. Further 
details may be obtained from the Circle 
Engineer, Division of Irrigation, P. O. 
Box 8075, Causeway.* 


Greece: 


Wireless communication sets, bid 
deadline July 20; paper, estimated value 
$131,670, deadline July 27; tenders in- 
vited by the State Procurement Service 
of the Ministry of Finance, 56 El, Veni- 
zelos Street, Athens.* 


Supply of 5,000 sets of 28 pieces of 


artificial teeth for both jaws, of acrylic» 


mixture, and 5,000 sets of 28 pieces of 
artificial teeth for both jaws, of acrylic 
mixture, in 6- and 8-tooth units; bids 
invited until July 26 by the IKA-Social 


Insurance Institute, Import Supply 
Committee, 4 Kapodistriou Street, 
Athens.* 


One irrigation plant of 90-100° cubic 
meters per hour approximate sprinkling 


capacity; bids invited until July 27 by 
the Superior School of Agriculture, 
Adjudication Committee, Botanical Gar- 
dens, Athens.* 

Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders on these items 
may be obtained from the Greek For- 
eign Trade Administration, 729 15th 
Street NW., Washington, D. C. 


India: 


Supply of 3 ore-grabbing cranes and 
3 coal-grabbing cranes; bid deadlines 
September 14 and September 21, re- 
spectively. Tender documents may be 
purchased at the Chief Engineer’s Office, 
Madras Port Trust, Madras, for $2.10 
a set.* 


Tran: 


Bids for 16 cranes of 5-, 10-, and 20° 
ton capacity invited until August 8 by 
the Secretary of the Bid Commission of 
the Supply Department, Iranian State 
Railways, Tehran. Contract forms and 
specifications booklets may be obtained 
from that authority.* 

Iraq: 

Construction of civil works for the 
Dibis power station; tenders invited 
until September 24 by the Development 
Board and Ministry of Development, 
Bagdad. 

Tender documents may be inspected 
until August 27 at the Embassy of Iraq, 
3005 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C. Contract documents may 
be purchased from the Director General 
of Legal Affairs and Contracts at the 
Development Board office, Bagdad, or 
at the Embassy of Iraq, for 30 Iraqi 
dinars (1 Iraqi dinar=US$2.80).* 


Liberia: 


Construction of approximately 144.6 
miles of highway between the St. Paul 
River and Kailahun in the Western 
Province of Liberia; bids invited until 
August 15 by Henry B, Duncan, Secre- 
tary, Department of Public Works and 
Utilities, Republic of Liberia, Monrovia; 
bidding documents available for review 
at the Liberian Embassy, 5201 16th 
Street NW., Washington, D. C. 


Paraguay: 

Tractors, vehicles, and other equip- 
ment, valued at $300,000, for use prin- 
cipally on the Trans-Chaco road project; 
bids invited by the Ministry of Public 
Works, Asuncion, until July 22. Type 
of equipment desired is Oruga tractors, 
motor graders of different varieties, 
trucks, levelers, and distributors. Speci- 
fications and bidding conditions in 
Spanish available.* 
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Spanish Producer 
Wants Know-How 


Productos Aislantes, S. A. (PAISA), a 
firm in Spain, is interested in establish- 
ing relations with a U.S. plastics manu- 
facturer for the supply of technical as- 
sistance and know-how, and a modest 
amount of investment capital. 


The company produces a variety of 
standard plastic materials, such as bake- 
lite, nylon, urea, polystyrene for mold- 
ing into translucent sheeting for walls, 
automobile bodies, helmets, aay cas- 
ings, etc. 


U. S. participation is nein for a 
planned expansion of the firm’s produc- 
tion facilities and diversification of its 
line of products. Supplemental data con- 
cerning the firm’s proposal are avail- 
able upon request from Productos Ais- 
lantes, S. A., Martin Echeverria 5, 
Renteria, Guipuzcoa, Spain. 


A World Trade Directory report is 
available to qualified U.S. companies 
from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Wastington 
25, D. C., for $1. 





Greece Plans Construction 
Of New Fertilizer Plant 


Plans to invite international bids for 
the construction of a $25 million nitrog- 
enous fertilizer plant at Ptolemais have 
been announced by the Greek Premier, 
C. Karamanlis. 

The plant is to have a yearly capacity 
of 70,000 tons of nitrogen units, using 
only locally available raw materials, 
chiefly lignite mined in the region, and 
producing annually 140,000 metric tons 
of ammonium sulfate, 140,000 metric 
tons of ammonium calcium nitrate, 
6,800 metric tons of urea, and 14,500 
metrie tons of anhydrous ammonia. 

The cost of the fertilizers is expected 
to be substantially lower than that of 
imported products, 


NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 


The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good repute, the 
Department of Commerce cannot. as- 
sume responsibility for any transactions 
undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division, or through the VU, S, 














Department of Commerce Field Offices. 


(listed on p..2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
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all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad, 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may ob- 
tain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S, Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Clocks: 

England—Charles Petrie Brown (ex- 
port merchant), 1 Beech St., Bootle, 
Liverpool, wishes to export direct or 
through agent antique French and Eng- 
lish clocks, 

Cylinders: 

Austria—Prahimex GmbH (importer 
of steel; exporter), 6 Rooseveltplatz, 
Vienna IX, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 2,000 units monthly of 
seamless steel cylinders for compressed 
gases. Leaflet available.* 

Foodstuffs: 

Mexico—Enrique Ortiz Parra (com- 
mission merchant, wholesaler, export- 
er), Manzano No. 8, Guadalajara, Jalis- 
co, wishes to export direct or through 
regional agents. 28 metric tons monthly 
of high-quality bee honey, packed in 
tin cans, 27 kilograms net weight. 

Netherlands—Koel- en _ Vriesbedrijf 
IJSVIS (export merchant), 2 de 
Rijkstraat, The Hague, wishes to ex- 
port direct whole and fillets of frozen 
fish including Dover sole, cod, haddock, 
pollock, and turbot, according to season 
and demand. The fillets are packed in 
decorated retail boxes of 1 Ib. each. 





Hardware: 
Netherlands—Vico Trust (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), 82 Ten 


Hovestraat, The Hague, wishes to ex- 
port direct expansion bolts and plugs. 
Illistrated and descriptive leaflets with 
price information available.* 

Household Goods: 

Germany—Luebke & Co. GmbH 
(manufacturer, exporter), Menden/- 
Sauerland, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of house- 
hold and kitchen utensils, including 
whistling kettles. Illustrated leaflet 
available.* 

Paper Products: 

Germany—Guenther Franz—Papier- 
ndustrie u. Huelsen-Fabrik (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 143 Weyerthal, Koeln- 
Lindenthal, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 40,000 monthly of paper 
containers, also special insulation pa- 
per. Samples of paper available.* 


Pharmaceuticals: 
France—Laboratoires Roger Fosse 
(producer, wholesaler, exporter), 70 


cours d’Alsace-Lorraine, Bordeaux, Gi- 
ronde, wishes to export direct or 





Data on Power Plant 
Wanted in Bogota 


The Corporacion Nacional de 
Servicios Publicos, Bogota, re- 
quests information from U._ §, 
companies equipped to install a 
certain type of power plant. 

This plant should utilize sea wa- 
ter, which is then converted into 
steam which in turn supplies pow- 
er for operating the generators, 
The steam is subsequently con- 
densed to provide drinking water, 

Interested parties should cor- 
respond direct with Dr. Acosta of 
the Corporacion Nacional de Serv- 
icios Publicos in Bogota. 











through agent very good quality me. 
dicinal and pharmaceutical specialties 
for liver, gastro-intestinal, and nervous 
disorders, in pill, ampule, and other 
forms. Descriptive leaflets available.* 

Switzerland—Aktiengesellschaft Hom. 
mels Haematogen (importer, manufac: 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), P. O. Box 
2570, Zurich 23, wishes to export direct 
or through agent high-quality pharma- 
ceutical specialties and basic materials 
for pharmaceuticals. 

Power Tools: 

Italy—ACEM (Azienda Costruzioni 
Elettromeccaniche) (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 24 via D. Calvart, Bologna, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
machine tools, such as electrical grind- 
ers for metal workshops and foundries, 
stone working, civil engineering, and the 
building industry. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflets available.* 

Religious Medals: 

Spain—lIsidro Cistare Golarons (man- 
ufacturer), Calle Valencia 195, Barce- 
lona, wishes to export direct 300,000 an- 
nually of religious medals and similar 
items of gold, silver, and other metals, 
Catalog available.* 

Stationery Supplies: 

France—Societe Industrielle de Ma- 
tieres Plastiques et Textiles (manufac- 
turer of a variety of plastic products), 
Chemin de Bisseous, Castres (Tarn), 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents black and color plastic 
pencils (without wooden casings), or 
offers this product for manufacture in 
the United States under license. 

Germany—HEMA, GmbH \manufac- 
turer, exporter), 18 Oeynhauserstrasse, 
Loehne (Westf.), wishes to export di- 
rect or through regional agents large 
quantities of writing sets consisting of 
fountain pen, ballpoint pen, and pro- 
pelling pencil, in plastic case. Leaflets 
with price information and sample 
available.* ‘ 

Sporting Guns: 

France—Etablissements Darne (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 65-79 
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curs Fauriel, Saint-Etienne (Loire), 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents high-quality double-bar- 
reled hunting guns with automatic 
ejectors. Illustrated leaflet and price list 
available.* 

Trailer-Boat: 

Denmark—Klaus Baess (export mer- 
chant, sales agent of sailing yachts), 
9 Indelukket, Hellerup, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through regional agents 
a combination automobile trailer and 
poat of high-quality craftsmanship, 
made of thoroughly colored polyester- 
glassfiber-laminate, mahogany, and 
chrome fittings. Length: As a_ boat, 
13’ 11"; as a camping car, 6’ 114%”; and 
closed, 9’ 6%”. Descriptive leaflet 
available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Accessories and Supplies: 

Saudi Arabia—Yahya Abdush Shakur 
Munshi (commission merchant), P. O. 
Box 406, Jidda, wishes to purchase di- 
rect motor accessories, including tires 
and tubes, motor oil, and brake fluid, 

Borax: 

Thailand—Thonburi Enamels’ Co., 
Ltd. (importer of borax, waste black 
and waste regular tinplate, chemicals 
for enamel, coloring materials; manu- 
facturer of containers for canned goods, 
enamelware of all kinds), 524 Prachow 
Taksin Road, Bang Yee Rer, Opposite 
Taksin Lane 2, Bangkok, wishes to pur- 
chase borax direct. 

Chemicals: 

Thailand—Thonburi Enamels Co., 
Ltd. (importer of borax, waste black 
and waste regular tinplate, chemicals 
for enamel, coloring materials; manu- 
facturer of containers for canned goods, 
enamelware of all kinds), 524 Prachow 
Taksin Road, Bang Yee Rer, Opposite 
Taksin Lane 2, Bangkok, wishes to pur- 
chase direct chemicals for enamelware 
manufacture. 

Coloring Materials: 

Thailand—Thonburi Enamels’ Co., 
Ltd. (importer of borax, waste black 
and waste regular tinplate, chemicals 
for enamel, coloring materials, manu- 
facturer of containers for canned goods, 
enamelware of all kinds), 524 Prachow 
Taksin Road, Bang Yee Rer, Opposite 
Taksin Lane 2, Bangkok, wishes to \pur- 
chase direct coloring materials for 





» €namelware manufacture. 


Foodstuffs: 

Saudi Arabia—Yahya Abdush Shakur 
Munshi (commission merchant), P. O. 
Box 406, Jidda, wishes to purchase di- 
rect canned fruits and vegetables, fruit 
juice packed in lithographed tins of 5%4- 
6 oz., table salt in tins or boxes of 1% 
Ib. net, and white vinegar in clear bot- 
tles of 20 oz. net. 

Glassware: 

Saudi Arabia—Yahya Abdush Shakur 
Munshi (commission merchant), P. O. 
Box 406, Jidda, wishes to purchase di- 


July 16, 1956 





Belgian Paper Industry 
Data Listed ) 


PaCart, a directory of the Bel- 
gian paper and cardboard indus- 
try, lists paper and cardboard 
mills and type of paper produced, 
wholesalers and importers, print- 
ers and processes, publishers, sta- 
tionery retailers, technical schools 
and publications, equipment, raw 
materials and machinery, and 
trademarks and watermarks. Ad- 
vertisers and commodities are in- 
dexed. 

‘ae 700-page directory, printed 
in French with general index 
translated into English, is avail- 
able for review in the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or may be. purchased 
from .the publisher, Editions 
Ariane, 240 rue de la Loi, Brus- 
sels, for $6. 











rect glassware, including tumblers, tea- 
cups, and jugs. 
Machinery: 


England—Laughland, Mackay & Co., 
Ltd. (buying and shipping representa- 
tives), Candlewick House, 116-126 Can- 
non St., London, E. C. 4, wishes to pur- 
chase direct machinery used in the as- 
sembly of umbrellas, including the 
following: 

Machine known as an automatic slot- 
ting and springing machine, which man- 
ufactures from wire in coil the spring 
that holds an umbrella frame open; 
it also cuts slot in wooden stick into 
which spring fits, and pins spring in po- 
sition. 

Machine known as a grommet and 
washer machine, which fits a grommet 
or washer in cloth umbrella cover, 
where it fits over stick at top of um- 
brella frame. 

Machine known as an automatic pin- 
ning machine, which makes small pins 
from a coil of wire, driving these pins 
through cap and ferrule into wooden 
umbrella stick. 

Firm also is interested in any other 
machines used in up-to-date umbrella 
production. 

S. Rhodesia—Herring & Bostwick 
(Pvt.), Ltd. (importer, retailer, and 
wholesaler of machinery and industrial 
supplies), P. O. Box 909, Bulawayo, 
wishes to purchase direct engineering 
supplies, including machinery and tools. 

Pharmaceuticals: 


Thailand—New French Dispensary 
(wholesale-retail drug business), 693- 
699 Siphya Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
purchase direct vitamins and antibiotics 
in capsule, tablet, or injection form, 
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as well as chemicals for medicinal 
purposes. 

Plastics: 

France—Societe Industrielle de Ma- 
tieres Plastiques et Textiles (manufac-’ 
turer of plastics), Chemin de Bisseous, 
Castres (Tarn), wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency for raw materi- 
als for the manufacture of plastics in 
general, and polyesters or similar prod- 
ducts in particular. (See Foreign Visitor 
announcement in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 18, 1956, p. 21.) 

Textiles: 

Cuba—aAurelio A. de Rojas (commis- 
sion merchant), Muralla 424, 6th floor, 
Havana, wishes to purchase khaki twills 
for army pants and shirts, No. 10 and 
other army duck and drill gray goods, 
wide and narrow white sheetings, net- 
tings, pajama checks, and herringbone 
twills. Firm also seeks agency from 
U. S. producers and exporters of cot- 
ton, rayon, and synthetic piece goods, 
blends, and novelties. 

Saudi Arabia—Yahya Abdush Shakur 
Munshi (commission merchant), P. O. 
Box 406, Jidda, wishes to purchase di- 
rect thread of soft cotton, and in cones 
of 12,000 yards. 

Tinplate: 

Thailand—Thonburi Enamels. Co, 
Ltd. (importer of borax, waste black 
and waste regular tinplate, chemicals 
for enamel, coloring materials; manu- 
facturer of containers for canned goods, 
enamelware of all kinds), 524 Prachow 
Taksin Road, Bang Yee Rer, Opposite 
Taksin Lane 2, Bangkok, wishes to pur- 
chase direct waste black and regular 
tinplate. 

Tools: 

Austria—Gustav Stifter (importer, 
wholesaler, manufacturer, exporter, 
sales agent handling gardening, agricul- 
tural, and forestry equipment and ma- 
chinery); 10 Eschenbachgasse, Vienna: 
I, wishes to purchase and/or seeks 
agency for one-man, power-driven, 
chain-type saws (for round timber and 
wood) with oscillating saw blades. 


FOREIGN 
VISITORS 


Australia—Thomas Linley Henzell, 
representing T. L. Henzell & Associates, 
management consultants, 422 Collins 
St., Melbourne, C. 1, will visit impor- 
tant cities to investigate and develop 
closer industrial and commercial ties 
between the United States and Aus- 
tralia. Scheduled to arrive in New York 
City the first week in July. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o American Express Co., 649 
Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. Itinerary 
not given. 

France—Antoine Bonnechaux, repre- 
senting Qualite France Export, 199 
blvd. Saint-Germain, Paris, is interested 


(Qontinued on page 16) 
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World Trade-... 

(Continued from page 15) 
in manufactured products requiring a 
high percentage of labor, and wishes 
technical information on retail spe- 
cialty stores, dry goods, and manufac- 
tured products of all kinds distributed 
in retail stores. Scheduled to arrive in 
July, via New York, for an 18 months’ 
visit. U. S. address: c/o C. A. Auffmordt 
& Co., 468 Fourth Ave., New York 16, 
N. Y. Itinerary: 40 to 60 cities. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Germany—Robert Hanning, repre- 
senting Bielefelder Elektrotechnische 
Fabrik Hanning & Kahl, 16 Friedrich- 
strasse, Bielefeld, is interested in visit- 
ing firms manufacturing machines for 
the processing of plastics, with a view 
to purchasing a rotation plastic ma- 
chine and machines for the production 
of plastic pipes for washing machines. 
Scheduled to arrive July 20, via New 
York, for an 8-day visit. 

U. S. address: c/o German-American 
Trade Promotion Office, Empire State 
Bldg., 350 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York; Cuyahoga Falls, 
Bellville, and Akron, Ohio; and Marion, 
Va. 

Japan—Yutaka Kunizaki, represent- 
ing Koyo Seiko Co., Ltd. (Koyo Seiko 
Kabushiki Kaisha) (exporter, whole- 
saler, manufacturer of ball and roller 
bearings and sewing machines), No. 2 
Unagidani, Nishinocho, Minami-ku, 
Osaka, is interested in sales promotion 
of ball and roller bearings in Europe, 
the United States, Canada, and Mexico. 
Scheduled to arrive July 25, via New 
York, for a visit until August 18. 

U. S. address: c/o Marubeni Iida Co. 
(New York) Inc., 39 Broadway, New 
York 6, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Washington, Chicago, Buffalo, Seattle, 
San Francisco, and Los Angeles. 

Mexico—Jose Molina C., and Fran- 
cisco Gomez Crespo, representing Na- 
cional de Viveres, S. A. (importer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Mesones 58, Mex- 
ico, D. F., are interested in raw mate- 
rials, steel for venetian blinds, and in 
the purchase of light machinery, par- 
ticularly for the textile industry and 
for the manufacture of caramel can- 
dies. Scheduled to arrive July 14, via 
New York, for about a month’s visit. 
U. S. address and itinerary not given. 





Foreign Government .. . 
(Continued from page 12) 


and their meat, tariff classification$ Nos. 8 
and 14. 


Milk and dairy prodncts, including animal 
fats, Nos. 22 and 26, and their subdivisions. 


Livestock: Cows, sheep, goats, buffaloes, 
hogs, and their meat, Nos. 3, 4, 6, 6 and 13. 


This action was taken under Ministry 
of National Economy instructions is- 
sued on June 8.—U. S. Emb., Beirut. 


Controls Cottonseed Export 


Export of cottonseed from Lebanon 
now requires a prior export license, 
a 
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under Minister of National Economy 
instructions effective May 23.—U, S. 
Emb., Beirut. 


Reclassifies Thread 


The Lebanese tariff classification for 
threads spun from floss silk or artificial 
oo has been revised, effective April 

So-called Shantung threads, formerly 
classified separately, are now included 
under item No. 467. 

This item; the new duties; and for- 
mer rates, shown in parentheses, are 
as follows: 

467. Threads spun from floss silk or arti- 
ficial fibers, pure or mixed with wool, not 
prepared for retail trade (revised classifica- 
tion): (a) Mixed with wool, whatever the 


proportion may be, free (unchanged); (b) 
others, per net kilogram, £11. 


—U. S. Emb., Beirut. 





Haitian Seasonal ... 
(Continued from page 7) 


mel, and the Government started hiring 
laborers in the Jacmel area for the new 
road to Port-au-Prince. 

On May 15, the cornerstone was laid 
for a Government housing project at 
Port-de-Paix on the north coast. Work 
continued on the irrigation dams at Mo- 


a 


mance, in the Leogane plain, ang 
Riviere Blanche in the Cul-de-Sac, 

The International Bank for Recon. 
struction and Development (IBRD) on 
May 7 granted Haiti a 10-year 4%-per. 
cent loan of $2.6 million for the improve. 
ment and extension of the country’s 
road network. This is the first credit 
to be granted Haiti since its admission 
into the IBRD in September 1953, The 
total cost of the road program is now 
estimated at $3.98 million. The 
Bank of Canada is participating to the 
extent of $413,000. 

The General Electric Co. of Coventry, 
which is building a new telephone and 
telegraph system throughout the coun. 
try, was at work in six provincial Cities, 

Money in circulation as of April 30 
stood at 74,393,684 gourdes (1 gourde= 
US$0.20), a fall of about 3 million 
gourdes below the previous month, -rep- 
resenting the normal dead-season de- 
cline. Dollar reserves against circulation 
amounted to only $600,000, although to- 
tal liquid reserves were 43,862,624 
gourdes. The Banque Populaire Colom- 
bo-Haitienns announced that it was 
raising its capital from 625,000 gourdes 
to 5 million gourdes, and that it would 
erect a new building at a cost of some 
$150,000.—U. S. Emb., Port-au-Prince, 





intendent of Documents. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Rhodesia Receives Power Loan 


The Federation of Rhodesia and Ny- 
gsaland has been granted an $80-million 
joan to help finance the first stage of its 
Kariba hydroelectric power project, the 
International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development has announced, 


Included in this first stage is the 
building of a dam and a power plant of 
500,000-kilowatt generating capacity at 
Kariba Gorge on the Zambesi River and 
nearly 1,000 miles of transmission lines 
to Northern Rhodesia’s copper belt and 
principal Southern Rhodesian cities. 

Preliminary works already are under 
construction and power is expected to 
begin to flow by 1960. The first stage 
is expected to reach its full potentiality 
of nearly 4 billion kilowatt-hours a year 
by 1963. 

The new installations will meet the 
increased demand for power expected 
from the expanding copper mining oper- 
ations and the exceptionally rapid 
growth of Rhodesian industry. 


Power Board in Control 


The $80-million loan is the Bank’s 
largest loan in Africa and also the 
largest it has ever made for a single 
project. It was granted’ through 
the Federation’s Federal Power Board, 
a newly formed Government corporation 
responsible for construction and opera- 
tion of the Kariba project and to be in 
control of output of most of the existing 
thermal power stations when they be- 
come connected with the national grid. 
The loan will be made in U. S. dollars, 
pounds sterling, and various other Etro- 
pean currencies, 

The first stage of the project is ex- 
pected to cost about £80 million, or 
$225 million. Of this amount the Bank’s 
loan will finance £28.6 million, or $80 
million, and the Federal Power Board 
the remainder through long-term bor- 
rowings as follows: £15 million from the 
Colonial Development Corporation of 
London; £3 million from the Common- 
wealth Development Finance Co., Ltd., 
of London; and up to £34 million from 
the Federal Government. The Govern- 
ment will obtain £28 million of its share 
from local borrowings—£20 million 
from the copper mining companies of 
the Selection Trust and Anglo-American 
groups, £4 million from the British 
South Africa Co., and £2 million each 
from Barclays Bank D. C. O. and the 
Standard Bank of South Africa, both 
commercial banks, 

The full Kariba project comprises in- 
Stallations needed for generation and 
transmission to consuming centers of 
12 million kilowatts of hydroelectric 
power, In its first stage, an arch dam 
will be constructed across the Zambesi 
River at Kariba Gorge, about 170 miles 
from Salisbury. It will be about 400 
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feet high above the foundations and 
about 1,800 feet long at its crest; the 
head for power generation will be 300 
feet. The reservoir behind the dam will 
be 190 miles long and 40 miles across 
at its widest point. 

Under the full plan, two underground 
power stations will be built, one on 
either side of the dam, and each 
equipped with six 100,000-kilowatt 
units. One of the stations, to be 
equipped with five 100,000-kilowatt 
units, will be built in the first stage. 

The first stage also includes construc- 
tion of a grid which will interconnect 
the major load centers in the country. 
A high-voltage transmission line will 
run 275 miles northward from Kariba 
to Kitwe, the copper belt’s main power 
switchyard; southward to switchyards 
at Norton and Umniati, and thence to 
Bulawayo and Salisbury, the country’s 
two largest cities. Lines to the south 
will have a combined length of 650 
miles, 


Aden Line Considers 


Replacement of Planes 


Aden Airways added 3 Dakotas, or 
DC-3’s, and 1 Rapide to its fleet in the 
year ended March 31 and is considering 
replacing 10 planes. 

The company now receives 65 per- 
cent of its income from Aden and is 
continuing to expand its local organiza- 
tion. New services to the Aden Protec- 
torate, where about 60 percent of the 
line’s freight is carried, were added and 
fields opened at Nisab, Raudha, and Bai- 
han. An additional flight to Nairobi 
also was inaugurated. 

Future plans are to open services 
within the Protectorate to Dhala, Kho- 
raiba, and elsewhere, and to install first- 
class seats on all main trunklines. 

In the year ended March 31 the air- 
line carried 26,235 passengers and 1,- 
659,164 kilograms of freight, and had a 
gross income of £517,989. 

In line with the growing importance 
of air services in Aden, provision has 
been made for a full-time Director of 
Civil Aviation, and the Colony Govern- 
ment plans to widen the scope of its 
aviation functions, 

Six airways now serve Aden: Aden 
Airways, owned by BOAC, and its sub- 
sidiary Arab Airways; Ethiopian Air- 
lines, managed by TWA; Air India, an 
Indian nationalized firm; Misr Air, an 
Egyptian nationalized line; and Alitalia 
of Italy. 

Aden is also an important way sta- 
tion for flights passing through the 
area and connecting with worldwide 
services. BOAC has a weekly London- 
Aden flight.—U. S. Cons., Aden, 





U. S. Ships Delayed 
In Port of Madras 


Serious delays are being encountered 
by U. S. ship operators in loading man- 
ganese ore in the port of Madras. 


One of the main reasons for these de- 
lays is a port rule that at least 50 per- 
cent of the cargo must be on hand at 
the loading dock before a ship is per- 
mitted to berth. 


This rule works especially to the dis- 
advantage of ship operators who enter 
into voyage charters with the stipula- 
tion that lay days are not to count until 
“24 hours after the steamer is in free 
pratique, has all holds clear, and is 
ready in berth as above to receive car- 
go.” 


These terms constitute an open invi- 
tation to any shipper who is unable to 
move his cargo to the dock for loading 
to place the entire financial burden of 
the delay on the vessel's operator. 


For this reason shipping operators 
are finding it advisable to avoid enter- 
ing into any arrangements which re- 
quire them to have their ships berthed 
before they can charge demurrage 
against the charterer or shipper for de- 
lay in producing the cargo. 


The situation at the port of Madras 
may cause U, S. shipping firms to make 
greater use of Visakhapatnam port for 
loading manganese ore, where condi- 
tions are reported to be much better.— 
U. S. Cons., Madras. 





Mitsui Reaches Agreement 
With Freight Conference 


A long-standing dispute between the 
Mitsui shipping line and the Japan 
Homeward Freight Conference has been 
settled. 


Under the settlement Mitsui will be 
permitted to operate 12 eastbound 
round-the-world voyages a year under 
the supervision of Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
(NYK), a conference member. 


Mitsui’s position vis-a-vis NYK will be 
limited to 5 years, after which the con- 
ference will review the question of 
membership for the line. 


Freight rates, depressed as a result 
of the Mitsui-Conference controversy, 
were to be restored to former levels 
during the July-Septembef period. 


The agreement will halve the 24 sail- 
ings a year which Mitsui has been offer- 
ing. This reduction means that 6 of 
the company’s high-speed freighters, 
taken off the round-the-world run, must 
find employment elsewhere. — U. S. 
Emb., Tokyo. 
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U.S. Travel to Europe, 
Mediterranean Increases 


Travel expenditures in Europe and 
the Mediterranean area by U. S. resi- 
dents reached a record $427 million in 
1955, and present indications are for a 
further rise this year, the Office of 
Business Economics, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, has reported. 

Transportation between the United 
States and Europe cost American 
travelers an additional $315 million, 
divided equally between U. S. and for- 
eign carriers. These estimates exclude 
expenditures by U. S. military and 
Government personnel stationed abroad 
and businessmen living in Europe. 

The average cost per trip of the 482,- 
000 U. S. residents traveling to Europe 
and the Mediterranean last year was 
about $1,530, of which $650 or 42 per- 
cent represented the transatlantic fares 
and $880 the oversea expenditures. 

Sea travelers spent on the average 
$645 for fares and $997 within Europe 
and the Mediterranean area. Ajir 
travelers spent about the same amount 
on their plane ticket but averaged only 
$791 in Europe. The higher foreign ex- 
penditures of sea travelers reflects their 
longer stay abroad. In 1954, the last 
year for which such data are available, 
sea travelers averaged 68 days in 
Europe as compared with 43 days for 
air travelers. 


France Leads as Host 

The countries visited by most Amer- 
ican travelers were France, the United 
Kingdom, and Italy. France was host 
to about 60 percent of all U. S. travelers 
to Europe, about 55 percent went to the 
United Kingdom and nearly 50 percent 
to Italy. 

Total expenditures were, however, 
highest in Italy, $82 million; followed 
by France, $80 million; and the United 
Kingdom, $76 million. 

The average expenditure by U. S. 
travelers in Europe and the Mediter- 
ranean area as a whole increased by 
about 3 percent from 1954 to 1955. 
However, the average traveler visited 
more countries per trip in 1955 than in 
1954, and his average expenditure was 
less in most of the individual countries 
visited. Because of the larger number 
of travelers, each country had larger 
total dollar receipts from U. S. travel- 
ers, the largest absolute increase ac- 
cruing to Italy. 

All of the 15-percent rise in travel to 
Europe from 1954 to 1955 was in air 
travel. Sea travel remained virtually 
unchanged. 

A detailed analysis of foreign travel 
appears in the June issue of Survey of 
Current Business, monthly magazine of 
the Office of Business Economics. Basic 
data were derived from questionnaires 
filled out by U. S. residents returning 
from abroad, 





Iraq Awards Contract 
For Bridge 


A contract for construction of 
a-highway bridge over the Eu- 
phrates River at Qurnah, Basra 
Province, has been awarded by the 
Development Board of Iraq, Bagh- 
dad, to the British firm, Dorman 
Long, Ltd., for $1,258,052. 

The bid invitation for this con- 
tract was announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, March 5, 1956, 
page 11. 











India, Thailand Agree on 
Operation of Air Routes 


Operation of two alternative routes 
each by the Indian and Thai air serv- 
ices is provided for in a bilateral air 
agreement signed between India and 
Thailand in Bangkok on June 13. 


Under the terms of the agreement 
Indian air carriers are entitled to oper- 
ate on the following routes: 

East Pakistan-Burma- Bangkok -Indo 
China - Philippines - Malaya - Indonesia - 
New Guinea-Borneo to _ foints. in 
Australia and/or Fiji or beyond; and 
East Pakistan - Burma - Bangkok - Indo- 
china-Philippines-Hong Kong to points 
in China and Japan and beyond. 

Similarly, Thai air services will be 
entitled to operate from Thailand on the 
following routes: Burma-East Pakistan- 
Calcutta, and beyond to other points 
within India; and Burma-East Pakis- 
tan-Calcutta, and further points in 
Ceylon, and/or beyond, if so desired.— 
U. S. Emb., New Delhi. 


Hong Kong Installs 7,000 
New Telephones in 1955 


The Hong Kong Telephone Company 
added 7,000 new telephones to its sys- 


tem in 1955, a record number, and a 
greater number of applications are on 
hand. 

Three new automatic exchanges, con- 
taining 5,400, 1,000, and 400 lines, re- 
spectively, were put into service. A new 
building in the western district will 
house a completely new exchange with 
an initial capacity of 12,000 lines, which 
can be expanded to 19,000 lines, In- 
stallation of additional equipment for 
two other exchanges will provide serv- 
ice for 4,500 subscribers. 


Although the company has under in- 
stallation and on order equipment to 
supply service to an additional 20,000 
subscribers, the demand for service 
has necessitated formulation of further 
major development projects, specifica- 
tions for which are now under prepara- 
tion.—Cons. Gen., Hong Kong. 





——————. 


Trans-Canada Pipeline 
To Obtain Federal Aid 


Trans-Canada Pipe Line, Ltd. hag 
been authorized to receive a Govern. 
ment loan for construction of the 575. 
mile western section of its pipeline 
from the Alberta-Saskatchewan border 
to Winnipeg. 

The loan will be made through the 
intermediary of a Crown corporation to 
be established under the terms of a 
measure which became law on June 7 
and which under an amendment to the 
law is authorized to lend funds to the 
pipeline company. 

Under the law the Government may 
lend up to $80 million to Trans-Canada 
for construction of the western section 
of the line. The Federal Government 


also may participate with the Ontario ~ 


Government in financing the proposed 
$118-million northern Ontario section, 


The new measure was passed in time 
to permit Trans-Canada to proceed 
with its plans of laying the pipe in the 
western section so as to complete the 
work before the onset of frost in mid- 
October. 


Also, a bill was approved by the 
Ontario provincial legislature provid- 
ing for provincial participation in con- 
struction of the northern Ontario sec- 
tion of the trans-Canadian gas line, 
This act comes into force on the day 
it receives Royal assent.—U. S. Emb., 
Ottawa. 





Lower Egypt To Have New 
Communications Network 


Ae new, far-reaching communications 
network will be established in lower 
Egypt, the Egyptian Republic Telephone 
and Telegraph Administration has an- 
nounced. 

Standard Telephones & Cabies, Ltd., a 
British firm, will furnish the cable and 
equipment and install the network, 

The 400-kilometer system will use the 
most up-to-date telephony techniques 
over coaxial cables and provide for 
transmission of television programs. It 
will connect Cairo, Benha, Tanta, 
Damanhour, and Alexandria over a cable 
containing 6 coaxial tubes, with a 4-core 
coaxial cable extension from Tanta to 
Mansoura. Another 4-tube cable will 
join Cairo, Zagazig, and Ismailia, 

Initially two coaxial tubes will be 
equipped to provide telephone and 
broadcast circuits over each route, and 
ultimately one pair of tubes may be 
equipped for transmission of a television 
program over each route. 

Inclusion of two screened pairs of 
cables will provide a two-way music 
eirciuit. In addition, the cable between 
Cairo and Alexandria will contain a 
number of carrier circuits suitable for 
use as group to zone center connections. 
—U. S. Emb., Cairo, 
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-TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 


EE enna eer 


Trans-Australia Airlines has received 
the Australian Minister. of Civil Avia- 
tion’s approval to purchase 6 Fokker 
Friendship F.27 aircraft for delivery 
early in 1959. 

The Minister indicated that the Fok- 
ker Friendship had been selected by 
the Australian National Airlines Com- 
mission as the most suitable type to 


_ replace DC-3’s on its secondary and de- 


yelopmental routes in Australia. 


The Minister also indicated that he 
had approved the purchase for TAA of 
2 Vickers Viscounts for delivery in July 
and August 1958—U. S. Cons., Mel- 
bourne. 





The Chilean airline ALA, in coopera- 
tion with the Panamanian airline APA, 
has begun a cargo service from Chile 
through Peru to the United States, 
operating about once weekly. Another 
Chilean air carrier, CINTA, recently 
authorized by the United States to 
operate from Chile to the United States, 
has not yet begun service on this route, 
—U. S. Emb., Lima. 





A 100-room hotel to cost about £275,- 
000, or US$770,000, will be built in 
Mombasa, Kenya, East Africa. 

Over half the capital will be provided 
by the Kassim Lakha family, principal 
stockholders of Imperial Hotel in Kam- 
pala, and other East African interests, 
and the remainder by local banks. 

Construction was to have started last 


month and to be completed in January 
1958. 





Malayan Railways’ service is to be 
extended by construction of a new line 
between Seremban and Kuala Pilah, 
both in the State of Negri Sembilan. 
Kuala Pilah is already connected with 
the Malayan Railway system through 
Bahau, Negri Sembilan, on the east 
coast route. 

The new service will place Port Swet- 
tenham in a “highly competitive” posi- 
tion with Singapore in servicing the east 
coast of Malaya.—U. S. Emb., Singapore. 





Tourist traffic in India increased 115 
percent in 1955, compared with 1951, 
the Indian Ministry of Transport has 
announced. 

A total of 43,645 tourists visited India 
in 1955, the largest number, 11,028, of 
which came from the United States; 
followed by 10,376 from Pakistan; and 
8,681 from the United Kingdom. 

Annual earnings from tourists in 1955 
are estimated at between 60 and 70 
Million rupees, or about US$12.6 mil- 
lion and $14.7 million, 
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El Curacao, a new hotel to be con- 
structed in Curacao, Netherlands An- 
tilles, at a cost of 3.8 million Curacao 
guilders, or US$2,014,000, will provide 
95 rooms. Contracts call for completion 
of the hotel by May 1957. 





A Franco-Cambodian commercial air- 
line, Royal Air Cambodge, is to be or- 
ganized, the Cambodian Minister of 
Public Works has announced. Initially 
the line would connect Phnom Penh 
with Bangkok and Saigon and later 
would be extended to other points. 

Cambodians reportedly would supply 


most of the capital—U. S. Emb., Phnom 
Penh, 





The Colombian airline Rutas Aereas 
S.A.M. has begun a schedule of twice- 
weekly flights between Bogota and 
Curacao, using DC-4 aircraft. The new 
service enables air passengers from 
Colombia to connect with KLM flights 
to Europe, Caribbean points, Central 
America, and North America, a com- 
pany official has indicated. 





The municipality of Cordoba, Spain, 
has initiated the acquisition of land 
about 6 kilometers from the city for 
construction of a projected airport. The 
new port would have a landing strip 
between 1,280 and 1,500 meters long and 
45 meters wide—U. S. Cons. Gen.,, 
Seville. 





Soviet Russia is offering Egyptian 
tourists a 50-percent discount on trans- 
port and will provide them with hotel 
facilities. A trip of 1 month’s duration 
will cost £E75, or US$216. Under this 
arrangement the first Egyptian tourists 
were expected to arrive in the Soviet 
Union in July. : 

It is also reported that Intourist, the 
Soviet Government travel bureau, has 
concluded an agreement with Misr 
Travel Co. of Egypt to receive Soviet 
tourists in Egypt and to arrange trips 
for Egyptians visiting the U. S. S..R. 
Soviet steamship companies plan to 
make Alexandria a port of call. 





The Belgian Telegraph and Telephone 
Company (Regie des Telegraphes et des 
Telephones) has been authorized to 
float a loan of 1.2 billion francs, or 
US$24 million, on the domestic market. 
Stipulations were made on denomina- 
tion, interest rates, and redemption 
plan. 

Funds received from the loan will aid 
in expansion of Belgian telephone and 
telegraph facilities—U. S. Emb., Brus- 
sels. 


lran Lets Contract for 
Hard-Surfaced Roads 


The Iranian Government, under its 
Plan Organizations, which is a part of 
its development plans, has entered into 
a contract with John Mowlem Co., a 
British consulting engineering firm, for 
construction of 6,000 kilometers of 
hard-surfaced roads. The roads are ex- 
pected to be completed and turned over 
to the Ministry of Roads at the rate of 
about 1,000 kilometers a year, begin- 
ning in 1956. 

Paralleling this plan will be a major 
highway maintenance program. As pro- 
posed, this will include a management- 
training team from the U. S. Bureau of 
Public Roads, which will work with 
the Iranian Ministry of Roads in 
streamlining its highway organization. 
This team will also assist the Ministry 
in. the design of roads, bridges, road 
maintenance, and recommendations for 
purchase of equipment. 

To carry out this extensive program, 
the Iranian Government has submitted 
an application to the Export-Import 
Bank for a loan of approximately $17 
million to be used to buy necessary 
equipment arid secure contract person- 
nel, 


Transport Costs High 

There are about 12,000 kilometers of 
primary roads in Iran and 14,000 kilo- 
meters of secondary roads, which con- 
nect the major population centers and 
the seaports. These are poorly main- 
tained and some parts are almost im- 
passable. Maintenance, which consists 
of spreading earth over damaged road 
surfaces, is primarily by hand labor. 

Transportation costs are high and 
distribution and exchange of goods ex- 
tremely difficult. Surpluses, mainly of 
agricultural products, thus are prevent- 
ed from reaching the market. Another 
example of the high distribution costs is 
the marketing of kerosene, a _ local 
product transported for domestic use 
throughout the country, Fifty percent 
of the cost of kerosene to the custom- 
er is due to transportation charges. 

Iran has a total of about 56,000 motor 
vehicles, 23,000 of which are trucks, 
Use of light trucks and passenger cars 
is discouraged by the poor roads. There 
are no warning signals and breakdowns 
are frequent. 





Finland’s imports of U. S. leaf te- 
bacco in 1955 totaled 4.4 million pounds, 
0.5 million pounds greater than the 1954 
level of 3.9 million, the Foreign Agri- 
cultural Service reports. 

Imports of oriental tobaccos, mainly 
from Greece and Turkey, declined about 
0.5 million pounds and represented 
about 47 percent of total imports in 
contrast to 52 percent in 1954. 
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Quota Balances ... 
(Continued from page 9) 
200. Women’s and children’s cotton and 


woolen stockings, including peds, $350 

199. Women’s dresses other than silk or 
artificial silk, $60,850. (Women's dresses of 
artificial silk under group 6.) 

If circumstances peruatt. the quota balance 
available for artific silk clothing, group 6, 
also will he made available for shipments of 
cotton, nylon, straw, and wool dresses. 

5. Women's felt hats, $825. 

179. Women’s full-fashioned 
slik and artificial silk, $24,335. 


Wood Manufactures 


149. Furniture of bamboo, 
work, or similar material, $275. 


62. Wooden moldings for picture and mir- 
ror frames, % 


70. Wooden spring blind or shade rollers, 
$1250. 


stockings of 


cane, wicker- 


Paper and Related Products 


210. Adhesive labels and self-adhesive pa- 
per, $475. 

112. Blotting paper, $4,500. 

117. Bristol boards, $225. 

116. Duplicating paper, $750. 

115. Greeting cards, $15,875. 

211. Indexing or filing cards, $425. 

65. Paper dress patterns, including incom- 
plete tissue sheets, $8,760. 

208. Paper towels and napkins, $6,025. 

209. Snapshot mounting corners, $10,500. 

66. Wallpaper, $900. 


Glass, Clay, and Manufactures 


148. Bottles other than ornamental, phar- 
maceutical, medicine, wine and spirit bottles, 

If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for table amewers: group 78, also 
will be made available for shipment of bottles, 


art. Colored sheet and plate window glass, 


122. Glazed wall tiles, $1,060. 

154. Illuminating glassware of the follow- 
ing types: Oil-lamp chimneys, hurricane- 
lamp £ es, globes, and shades, $1,600 

4. Industrial porcelain insulators, $13,375. 


177. Mirrors comers in shape and size 
to be in current use for utility furniture, 


78. Table glassware as follows: Plain stem- 
ware, tumblers, tableware, heat-resisting 
giassware, $5,365. 

If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for bottles, group 148, also will be 
made available for shipment of table glass- 
ware. 


Iron and Steel Manufactures 


49. Axes and axe handles, $1,950. 

197. Belt fasteners for conveyor belts and 
handtools for conveyor-belt fasteners, $1,975. 

56. Bolts and nuts of all kinds other than 
precision bolts and nuts, $73,925. 

23. Domestic cutlery, including only knives, 
forks, and spoons, 400. 

127. Domestic hand-operated meat mincers, 
and coffee and spice mills, $69,250. 

217. Furniture casters and parts thereof, 

20. Furniture of metal other than domestic 
furniture, $38,595. 

96. Hard haberdashery, such as eyelets and 
hooks for boots and shoes, hooks and eyes, 
safety and other pins, snap fasteners, studs, 
steel fasteners, etc., excluding hair combs, 


If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for buttons, group 44, also will be 
made available fag shipment of metal fasten- 
ers. 

218. Ladies’ 
$19,125. 

+ 21. Locks, padlocks, keys, and key blanks, 
$7,475.+ 


124. Machine knives, $1,900. ° 

55. Nails and staples of all kinds, except 
for decorative purposes, including hobnails 
and boot and shoe studs and spikes, $7,070. 

125. Paper machine wires, $3,425. 

134. Pipe joints of iron and steel, excluding 
malleable cast iroa and nonmalleable cast 
iron, $5,550, 
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handbag and purse frames, 


133. Pipe joints of nonmalleable cast iron, 
$8,825. 

57. Rivets of iron and steel, $4,825. 

190. Safety razors, $1,050. 

25. Slide fasteners, $3,875. 


172. Weighing apparatus of less than 5 
hundredweight capacity, and sold at a retail 
price not exceeding £50, $10,750. 


126. Woven-wire cloth, gauze, 


fabric, or 
meshing, $315. 


Aluminum and Manufactures 


174. Aluminum and aluminum alloys in 
sheets, disks, wire, tubes, rods, angles, 
shapes, and sections, $26,100. 


54. Aluminum cooking utensils, $5,125. 


Electrical Machinery, Supplies, and 
Apparatus 

2. Carbon electrodes, $20,050. 

29. Dry batteries, high-tension, $550. 

28. Dry batteries, torch, $2,775. 

130. Electric fans complete with motors, for 
domestic use, $22,125. 

132. Electric light bulbs, $10,450. 

103. Electric light fixtures, $26,650. 

102. Electric meters, $21,800. 

101. Electric refrigerators and parts, for 
domestic purposes, $283,730. 

131. Electrically operated domestic washing 
machines, including domestic electric dish- 
washing machines, $126,525. 

An ironer or drier also may be shipped 
with each washing machine under this quota 
balance. Not more than one-third of the 
quota balance available for this group may 
be used for shipment of ironers or driers 
independently of washing machines. 

195. Portable electric generators, $7,500. 

27. Vacuum cleaners and parts, $118,350. 


Industrial Machinery and Apparatus 


129. Gear transmissions and gears, $12,475. 
24. Mechanical valves, $31,150. 
128. Pulley blocks, $250. 


Agricultural and Garden Machinery 
and Equipment 


46. Beehives and frames, bee veils, bee 
smokers, and other beekeepers accessories, 

50, 51, 52. Forks, hoes, and rakes for gar- 
den and farm use; handles for such imple- 
ments, $275. 


Automotive Equipment 


216. Chemical maintenance products for mo- 
torcars except oils and polishes, including 
valve-grinding compounds, radiator-leak stop, 
weather sealer, gasket cement, radiator flush, 
hydraulic-brake fluid, rubbin compounds, 
mechanic's blue for marking valves, bearings, 
etc., and tar remover, $3 


30. Spark plugs, $5,600. 
213. Windshield wipers and parts, $975. 





investment in 
MEXICO 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. « . A handbook of basic back- 
ground information prepared by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


$1.25 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











Chemicals and Related Products 

204. Bone black, $1,505. 

136. Fuses and detonators, $300. 

206. Medicinal preparations packed read 
for retail sale under proprietary or trade 


names, excludin veterinar m C 
$236, 165. “ + erin 


3. Paints and varnishes, $29,240. 

37. Petroleum-jelly preparations, $6,675. 
205. Porcelain enamel frit, $18,750. 

182. Toilet preparations, including tooth 


paste and powder but excludin 
and soap, $48,745. ce 


Photographic and Projection Goods 
105. Cinematographic cameras and 

tors for 16 mm. film or less, $40,300. sas 5 
26. Film for photographers’ use, $5,955. 
60. Photographic coated paper, 

tized, $11,855. . nae Ce 
59. Photographic paper and cloth, . 

posed, sensitized, $1875. py. 
58. Photographer's plates, $550. 


Office Supplies 


176. Carbon paper, $7,385. 

198. Filing boxes or filing trays, of 
or cardboard, $375. . ‘ wy 

215. Miscellaneous office supplies: Tele. 
phone indexes, numbering machines, staplers 
and stapler refills, eyeletting machines and 
eyelets, $6,025. 

43. Propelling pencils and parts, $2,050, 

137. Typewriter ribbons, $98,750. 

42. Fountain pens and parts, $2,350. 


Sporting Goods 


41. Ice skates, roller skates, ice hockey 
$3 ment, and other sports equipment, 
‘, . 


214. Loaded sporting cartridges and loaded 
shotgun shells; or 


71. Sporting cartridges, primed, empty; or 

135. Sporting guns, sporting rifles, 
spare parts thereof, $1,305. ons 

Imported sporting guns and sporting rifles 
except smooth-bore guns having a barrel not 
less than 20 inches long are subject to the 
provisions of the British 1937 Firearms Act. 


Miscellaneous 


196. Aquarium equipment, including aquars 
jum pumps, $1,500. 

193. Artificial teeth, $269,915. 

If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for dental equipment and instru- 
ments, group 192, also will be made available 
for shipment of artificial teeth, 

32. Brushes, $18,175. 

44. Buttons of all kinds other than vegetae 
ble-ivory and dum buttons, $6,200. 

18. Cooking and heating appliances and 
parts, $23,865. 

192. Dental equipment and instruments 
$13,460. 

If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for artificial teeth, group 193 
will be made available for shipment of dental 
equipment and instruments. 

95. Goldsmiths’ and silversmiths’ 
$24,975. 

88. Ice cream cabinets, $7,650. 


33. Imitation jewelry, excluding jewelry 
findings, cigarette cases, cigarette lighters, 
hair ornaments, insignia, 
matchboxes, military ornaments, rhinestone 
buckles, Ronson repeaters, shoulder devices, 
and watch containers, $5,985. 

If circumstances permit, the quota balance 
available for goldsmiths’ and silversmith’ 
wares, group 95, also will be made available 
for shipment of imitation jewelry. 

144. Jute webbing, $450. 

207. Laundry soap, $16,125. 

90. Manufactured abrasive cloths, papers, 
and disks, $2,825. 


22. Oil lamps and lanterns for illumination, 


wares, 


98. Outboard motors, $850. 

40. Toilet requisites, including only powder 
bowls or boxes, powder puffs, nail polishes, 
nail clippers, nail files, denture bowls, mani- 
cure sets, compacts, vanity cases, and pan- 
cake cases, $30,905. 

9. Toys, dolls and parts of all kinds except 
those made of hemp, $41,305. 


93. Varnished cambric insulating material, 
$11,600. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





¥ ‘Books 
e“ Reports 


Chemical and Rubber Industry Report. 
Washington, D. C. U. S. Department 
of Commerce, June 1956. 31 pp. 

The chemical industry in West Ger- 
many, Latin American rubber consump- 
fon, the French rubber industry, and 

cosmetic production are among 
highlights reported in the latest issue 
of this monthly publication prepared by 
the Chemical and Rubber Division of 
the Business and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration. 

U. S. foreign trade in selected or- 
gmic and inorganic agricultural chem- 
jals, antibiotics, and vitamins for se- 
jected months, 1955-56, also are included 
ss well as U. S. foreign trade in rubber 
ad rubber products, 1954-55. 

The report is available from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
5, D. C., or any of the Department’s 
Field Offices, at 15 cents a copy. 


A Statement of the Laws of Mexico. 
Washington, D. C. Pan American 
Union, 1956. 200 pp. $5. 

Mexico’s basic legislation affecting 
business is brought up to date in this 
revised edition prepared by the Division 
of Laws and Treaties of the Pan Amer- 
ican Union. 

Particular emphasis is given laws and 
fegulations pertaining to commercial 
matters, and information also is fur- 
tished on civil rights and duties of 
foreigners and their rights to practice 
liberal professions or engage in agri- 
tulture and industry. 

Legislation enacted in the fields of 
faxation, labor and social affairs, min- 
ing, banking, insurance, forestry, and 
water rights also is included, as well as 
atresume of the constitution and Gov- 
tmment of Mexico. Appendixes contain 
tlist of Mexico’s commercial treaties, 
fventions and agreements, and a 
bibliography. 


Custom House Guide. 1956 edition. Pub- 
lished by Custom House Guide, Cus- 
tom House, New York. 1,688 pp. $25 
plus postage. 

The 94th edition of this encyclopedia 
specifies rates of duty established by 
acts of Congress and trade agreements, 
ind gives the Schedule A classification 
tbumber and description for 20,000 com- 
Modities listed alphabetically. 

Sections on the Tariff Act (1930) and 
U. S. Customs regulations have been 
brought up to date to show the latest 
tevisions and additions, and a separate 
section is devoted to facilities and serv- 
lees at all ports in the United States, its 
possessions, and those of Canada and 
the Philippines. 

A new feature of the guide is a digest 
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of all rulings concerning import mark- 
ing. ’ 

Included in the price of the encyclope- 
dia is a subscription to a monthly sup- 
plement, American Import and Export 
Bulletin, which covers the latest laws, 
regulations, foreign trade opportunities, 
and articles of interest to foreign 
traders. : 


A reader’s service department also is 
maintained for subscribers. 


Copper Industry Report, Spring 1956. 
Washington, D. C. U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 16 pp. 

Production of brass mill and copper- 
wire mill products by selected foreign 
countries—France, Germany, Switzer- 
land, and the United Kingdom—for 
January-February 1956 and monthly 
for 1955 are shown in the latest issue of 
this quarterly report. 


U. S. imports of copper raw materials 
and copper-base mill products, by vol- 
ume and country of origin, also are 
given for the first quarter of 1956 com- 
pared with monthly averages in 1955, 
as well as first-quarter 1956 U. S. ex- 
ports of copperbase scrap. 

Prepared by the Copper Division of 
the Department’s Business and Defense 


Services Administration, the report may 


be purchased from the VU. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or from any of its Field Offices, 
at 15 cents a copy. 


Facts and Attitudes on World Trade. 
Washington, D. C. The League of 
Women Voters of the U. S., 1956. 
35 pp. 

Summarizing the results of more than 
11,000 interviews conducted in 41 States, 
this booklet states that “extreme pro- 
tectionist views are now held by only 
a minority of our citizens.” 


Although basically a report rather 
than an analysis of findings, the study 
makes note of facts consistent among 
all sections of the country, in a region, 
or in an industry, 


For example, the survey reveals that 
economic isolationism has less to do 
with geography than with the nature 
of the traditionally dominant industry 
in each area and the state of that 
industry’s health. The majority of indi- 
viduals interviewed in industrial areas 
reflected a recognition of the need for 
world trade expansion as a means 
toward a broader base for U. S. trade. 

The pamphlet may be purchased from 
the League of Women Voters of the 
U. S., 1026 17th Street NW., Washington 
6, D. C., at 35 cents a copy. 





World cotton production in 1955-56 
now is estimated at a record high of 
39.3 million bales of 500 pounds gross, 
but only slightly larger than 1937-38 
and 1954-55 production, according to the 
Foreign Agricultural Service, 


WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 











Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four conven- 
ient “packages”: | 

Part 1, Economic. Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 4, 
Utilities Abroad ($3 a year; $4 if mailed 
abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances payable to: the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department’s 
Field Offices or the Superintendent. of 
Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 


Economic Reports 


Basie Data on the Economy of Guate- 
mala. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-46. 12 pp. 
10 cents. 

Economic Developments in French 
West Africa, 1955. WTIS, Part 1, No, 
56-51. 8 pp. 10 cents. : 

Basic Data on the Economy of Spain. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-52. 8 pp. 10 cents. 

Economic Developments in French 
Equatorial Africa, 1955. WTIS, Part 1, 
No. 56-53. 8 pp. 10. cents. 

Installment Sales and Chattel Mort- 
gage Law of Panama. WTIS, Part 1, No. 
56-54. 4 pp. 10 cents. 

Operations Reports 

Import Tariff System of Turkey. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-51. 2 pp. 10 cents, 

Preparing Shipments to Federal Re- 
public of Germany and Western Berlin. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-57. 5 pp. 10 cents. 

Travelers’ Baggage Regulations - of 


Iraq. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-59. 2 pp. 10 
cents. 


Food Regulations of India. WTIS, 
Part 2, No. 56-51. 3 pp. 10 cents. 


Statistical Reports 


Foreign Trade of New Zealand. WTIS, 
Part 3, No. 56-21. 4 pp. 20 cents, 
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Production of Plastics Materials in 
W. Germany Up 27 Percent in ‘55 


West German production of plastics materials and products in 1955 
reached a total of 428,945 metric tons, a 27-percent increase over that 
in 1954, according to the Business and Defense Administration’s latest 
Chemical and Rubber Industry Report.- 

Production of polymerization materials—polyvinyl chloride, poly- 


ethylene, polymethacrylate, etc.—set 
the pace in 1955 with 200,509 metric 
tons, a gain of 31 percent above 1954, 
the June report states. Plant expansions 
were : largely responsible for the in- 
crease in this sector of materials pro- 
duction. 

Polyvinyl chloride (PVC) remains the 
most important polymerization product. 
Capacity estimated at about 45,000 
metric tons in 1954 is being expanded 
and is expected to reach 85,000 tons 
soon. PVC has been in demand for foils, 
hose, profiles, and floor tile. 

Condensation products were the sec- 
ond largest category of plastics mate- 
rials. Output amounted to almost 41 
percent of total plastics materials 
produced in 1955. Production of 173,386 
metric tons was approximately 28 per- 
cent greater than in 1954. 

Cellulose materials output increased 
almost 15 percent in 1955 owing prima- 
rily to greater use of transparent pack- 
aging. The share of total materials 
production accounted for by cellulose 
materials, however, has continued to 
decline in the past few years from 15 
percent in 1953 to 11.8 percent in 1955. 

Prices of many plastics materials 
were generally stable in 1955. 

Demand for Phenol Strong 

No serious supply difficulties were ex- 
perienced by materials producers in 
1955, although demand for domestic 
phenol was so strong that supplies could 
be satisfied only at the expense of re- 
duced exports. German petroleum-refin- 
ing capacity is being increased and ole- 
fins are gaining importance as raw 
materials for the production of plastics. 

Output of plastics goods and parts for 
the shoe industry has decreased, prob- 
ably because this industry and other 
consumers are manufacturing their own 
plastic parts. This trend, along with 
materials producers’ entry into the 
plastic processing field, has sharpened 
competition extensively. 

As a result, unused capacity esti- 
mated up to 30 percent existed in the 
plastics processing industry at the end 
of 1955. Although the official price in- 
dex (1950—100) remained unchanged 
at 94 in 1955 (93 in 1954), prices for a 
number of products reportedly declined 
to meet retailers’ buying resistance. 

West German exports of plastics 
materials registered substantial in- 
creases in 1955—43 percent in volume 
and about 36 percent in value. A total 
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of 87,531 tons valued at 297,609,000 
German marks were exported in 1955, 
compared with 61,068 tons valued at 
219,369,000 marks in 1954 (1 mark= 
US$0.238). 


Approximately 66 percent of the 1955 
exports were polymerization materials, 
21 percent condensation products, and 
13 percent cellulose materials. Western 
Europe, including Great Britain and the 
Netherlands, was the major market for 
these West German exports. Argentina 
and Chile were the leading Latin Amer- 
ican customers. Shipments to Brazil de- 
creased slightly in 1955, because of pay- 
ment difficulties. Exports to the Soviet 
bloc more than doubled in 1955, chiefly 
as a result of a large increase in sales 
of polymerization products. Although 
exports to the United States in 1955 
amounted to 10,743,000 marks, an 80- 
percent increase over those in 1954, 
these shipments were less than 4 per- 
cent of total German plastics materials 
exports in 1955. The greater part of ex- 
ports to the United States consisted of 
polymerization products. 

Imports of plastics materials rose 
from 17,870 tons valued at 55,067,000 
marks in 1954 to 20,293 tons worth 
67,401,000 marks in 1955. Polymeriza- 
tion materials amounted to 12,967 tons 
and accounted for 64 percent of the 
1955 volume of imports compared with 
70 percent in 1954. Increased German 
output of polymerization materials is 
undoubtedly responsible for the decrease 
in imports. of these materials. The 
United States was the largest supplier 
of polymerization and cellulose mate- 
rials in 1955. Switzerland supplied the 
greater part of German imports of con- 
densation products in 1955 and - the 
United States ranked second with 762 
tons of a total of 3,221 tons. The United 
States, Great Britain, and Italy are the 
major suppliers of Germany’s polymeri- 
zation materials. 

The increasing use of plastics in 
building materials and packaging is ex- 
pected to affect overall demand. 

The Chemical and Rubber Industry 
Report, issued monthly, is available at 
$1.50 a year from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25,-D. C., or from 
Department of Commerce Field Offices. 
Single copies, obtainable only from the 
Department in Washington or its Field 
Offices, are 15 cents each. 


— 


British Car Second in 
U.S.lmport Car Sales 


The Metropolitan sports car (MG, A.) 
built by the Austin-Healey Motor Co, 
in Britain for marketing in the United 
States through the American Motors 
Corp.—Nash-Hudson—now is claimed 
to be the second largest selling car im. 
ported into the United States, according 
to a vice president of American Motors, 


Orders for 3,600 of the MG. A, car 
reportedly were placed at the Interna- 
tional Automobile Show held recently 
in New York City. 


The M. G. Car Co. of Berkshire, ga 
subsidiary of Austin-Healey, expects 
the orders and completed plant altera- 
tions to facilitate a further increase in 
output, a company representative said. 
Production at the plant has increased by 
38.9 percent since January. Total export 
production is said to be about 63 per- 
cent and over 50 percent of output is 
reported to have gone to dollar markets, 


More than 1,600 Austin-Healey cars, 
representing 97.7 percent of total pro- 
duction, have been sent to the United 
States, Germany, Australia, France, 
Canada, Belgium, and Switzerland since 
January, according to the publication 
Motor, dated May 2, 1956. 

The British Motor Corp. already has 
successful sports model cars in the 
Austin-Healey 100 and the MG, A., and 
a sports saloon, the MG. Magnette, The 
new models not only will reinforce the 
corporation’s sports range, but also are 
expected to strengthen the United King- 
dom’s technical position. 

L. B. Products & Engineering, Ltd, 
Petersfield, Hants, has revealed details 
of its Auto-top car roof seats, which 
will enable up to four persons to use 
the roof of this car as a grandstand at 
sport meetings. A patent for this ac- 
cessory has been applied for in the 
United States, the company said. 





Wholesale Sales Up 
In Canada 


Canadian wholesale sales for 
the first 4 months of this year 
totaled C$2,293,698,000, up 16 per- 
cent from the level in the corre- 
sponding period of 1955. 


All trades registered sales gains 
except fresh fruits and vegetables, 
which declined 1 percent. The 
largest percentage gains occurred 
in automotive parts and acces- 
sories—74 percent, industrial and 
transportation equipment and sup- 
plies—61 percent, and farm ma- 
chinery—41 percent, 
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French Production of 
Some Chemicals Booming 


French production of heavy industrial 
chemicals, continuing at a high level 
in 1955, exceeded 1954 output by 10 
percent. 

* Certain sectors of the industry, par- 
ticularly the electro and petrochemi- 
¢als, are booming at an unprecedented 


rate, high above the general average of 


the industry. Chemical prices are stable, 
however. 


Further indication of the optimistic 
outlook is seen in the success of in- 
vestment programs recently launched 
by two major firms, Kuhlman and 
Pechiney. Trade liberalization with Or- 
ganization for European Economic Co- 


operation countries for inorganic chemi- 


cals has reached 93.1 percent. 


Industry Can Meet Demand 


The accelerated domestic demand for 
heavy industrial chemicals can be met, 
with few exceptions, without significant 
imports, since the major companies have 
new facilities in operation for sulfuric 
acid, nitric acid, and chlorine. The in- 
organic chemicals industry, with a capi- 
tal investment of 730 billion francs, 
over US$2 billion, and about 210,000 
workers, is looking forward to increased 
success, 


About seven companies produce the 
bulk of France’s basic chemicals. Saint- 
Gobain and Kuhlman are the largest 
producers of sulfuric acid, although 
Pechiney, Solway, and Ugine aré impor- 
tant manufacturers of chlorine, soda 
ash, and caustic soda. 


Sulfuric Acid Output High 


Production of sulfuric acid reached 
a new high of 1,474,000 metric tons in 
1955, compared with 1,374,000 tons in 
1954. Slightly more than half was pro- 
duced by the contact process, while 
690,000 tons were lead chamber pro- 
duced, mainly for the manufacture of 
fertilizers. The principal source—be- 
tween 70 .and 80 percent—of acid is 
from pyrites, 60 percent of which is im- 
ported from Spain, Portugal, and 
Cyprus, 


Similar upward production trends in 
1955 have been registered for other 
chemicals, Production of chlorine 
reached a new high of 168,100 metric 
tons, compared with 140,600 tons in 
1954. A total of 225,720 tons of hydro- 
chloric acid was produced in 1955— 
213,360 in 1954. The 1955 production of 
calcium carbide, 260,000 metric tons, 
was 10 percent above the 1954 level, 


while output of caustic soda reached 
435,000 tons. 


These favorable production trends are 
expected to continue in the next few 
years.—U, S. Emb., Paris. 
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Indian Steel Company Gets Loan 


Tata Iron & Steel Co., Ltd., of India, 
has been granted a $75-million loan in 
various currencies to assist in financing 
a large-scale expansion program, the 
International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development has announced. 


The expansion program would raise 
the company’s annual output to 1.5 
million long tons of finished steel, or 
2 million long tons of ingot steel. 

This loan is the largest the Bank has 
made for industry and also the largest 
made in Asia. 

The Tata expansion scheme is includ- 
ed in the investment proposed for the 
private sector in the Indian Second 
5-Year Plan. The plan envisages an 
increase in domestic production of fin- 
ished steel from 1% million tons to 
about 4% million tons a year by ex- 
pending the 2 existing privately owned 
plants and by establishing 3 new Gov- 
ernment-owned plants. 


Demand for steel in India, which 
already necessitates heavy imports, is 
expected to increase with the country’s 
economic expansion and the growing 
requirements for steel products for 
railways, industry, power, irrigation, 
and other construction. Supplies made 
available by the proposed expansion of 
steel capacity, including that of the 
Tata Co., should be absorbed by the 
domestic market. 


Operating Costs Low 

Tata Iron & Steel Co., Ltd. one of 
the largest integrated plants in Asia, 
is situated at Jamshedpur, 150 miles 
west of Calcutta. Its proximity to raw 
materials and power supplies enables it 
to produce steel at a cost as low as any 
in the world, the Bank said. 


The expansion program consists of 
further modernization and additions to 
the existing plant throughout the whole 
process of steel production. For process- 
ing raw materials a new battery of 
coke ovens will be installed, existing 
batteries remodeled and expanded, and 
new ore crushing and sintering plants 
will be built. A new blast furnace will 
provide an increased capacity of 1,650 
tons of pig iron a day. 

Steelmaking capacity will be raised 
by adding two 200-ton open hearth 
furnaces and a new 32-ton converter; 
the capacity of existing furnaces and 
converters also will be increased. Roll- 
ing capacity will be increased by a new 
46-inch blooming mill, a new sheet bar 
and billet mill, and a medium and light 
structural mill. This expansion of capac- 
ity will also involve extension of various 
facilities and services throughout the 
plant and its mining operations. 


Kaiser Engineers Engaged 
The company has engaged the Kaiser 
Engineers Division of Henry J. Kaiser 
Co. and Kaiser Engineers Overseas 
Corp., of the United States, to design 


and supervise construction of most of 
the works involved. 

The works to be designed and super- 
vised by Kaiser are estimated to cost 
about $130 million and are to be com- 
pleted by June 1958. The Bank’s loan 
will be disbursed against part of the 
foreign-exchange costs of these works. 
All orders for imported equipment are 
being placed on the basis of interna- 
tional competition insofar as prac- 
ticable. 

This is the Bank’s eighth loan to 
India, bringing total loans there, net of 
cancellations, to $199.9 million. 


Two Diesel Truck Firms 


In France Form Merger 


Two leading French manufacturers of 
heavy diesel trucks, Societe Saurer and 
Societe Unic, will merge, according to 
an announcement on June 14, 

All of Societe Saurer’s assets will be 
taken over by Societe Unic. Sharehold- 
ers of Saurer will receive 159,500 new 
shares of Societ? Unic at 5,000 francs 
each, representing 11 shares of Unic for 
4 shares of Saurer (350 Francs=US$1). 

Unic is increasing its capitalization 
from 2,892,700,000 francs to 3,940,300,000 
francs by issuing 578,540 new shares 
at 5,000 francs each. Of these, 159,500 
shares will be distributed to Saurer 
shareholders and 419,040 shares will be 
offered at 5,150 francs a share. Former 
stockholders will be given first prefer- 
ence in the purchase of this stock. 

The merger of these two firms, with 
adjacent factories in the Paris suburbs, 
is expected to permit the new company 
to operate more efficiently, increase 
production, and further its competitive 
position in the industrial vehicle indus- 
try. 








Ceylonese Sorernent To 
Develop Ilmenite Deposits 


The Government of Ceylon will de- 
velop the country’s ilmenite resources 
itself rather than have foreign partici- 
pation, according to the Ceylon press. 

A wholly State-owned corporation 
reportedly will be established to carry 
forward the project, on which work is 
to begin in the fiscal year beginning 
October 1. The services of a consultant 
from the United Nations Technical As- 
sistance Administration already have 
been requested, according to the news 
story. 

Last year the former administration 
called for worldwide tenders for devel- 
opment of ilmenite deposits (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Aug. 22, 1955, p. 9), 
and although eight firms responded, in- 
cluding U. S. interests, no decision was 
made on the tender award.—U. S. Emb., 
Colombo. 
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U. S. Importers Aided by 
New Trade Zone Rule 


Importers now will find it easier to 
bring foreign merchandise into the 
United States from U. S. foreign trade 
zones for domestic consumption, the 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce reports. 


A liberalized procedure adopted by 
the Bureau of Customs at the request 
of the Foreign Trade Zones Board now 
permits partial withdrawals from a sin- 
gle zone lot of identical foreign dutiable 


merchandise with only one appraisal 
examination at the time of the first 
withdrawal, 


For example, in a lot of 1,000 cases 
of pineapple, only the first withdrawal 
normally would be subject to Customs 
examination. The balance then could 
be brought into the U. S. market in 
partial lots without further Customs 
examination. 


Prompt Deliveries Assured 


Previously, Customs examination was 
required for each separate withdrawal 
of nonprivileged merchandise—a proce- 
dure which®was both costly and time- 
consuming. The new procedure, pub- 
lished in the Federal Register on June 
28, will assure prompt deliveries to 
U. S. importers of dutiable merchan- 
dise, an important factor in interna- 
tional trade development, BFC said. 


Foreign trade zones are areas where 
foreign merchandise may be landed in 
the United States without passing 
through Customs. This merchandise may 
then be put through certain processes 
and reshipped abroad without paying 
U. S. duty. When the merchandise is 
moved from the foreign trade zone into 
the U. S. market, however, the importer 
must comply with Customs regulations 
and pay duty. 


The zones are located at the ports of 
New York, New Orleans, San Francisco, 
and Seattle. They are operated under 
the direction of a 3-man board chaired 
by the Secretary of Commerce. The 
Secretaries of the Treasury and the 
Army are the other two members, 


U.S. Revises Import 
Controls on Cotton 


The U. S. quota restriction on import 
of long-staple cotton has been changed 
in two respects: 

@ The quota year for cotton having 
a staple length of 1% inches or more 
will begin on August 1, instead of on 
February 1, 


@Cotton with a staple length of 
111/16 inches and longer is again 
brought under quota control. 

The quantity of such extra long- 
staple cotton entered for consumption 
in the period May 28-July 31, 1956, to- 
gether with the quantity of cotton hav- 
ing a staple length of 1% inches but 
less than 111/16 inches which was en- 
tered for consumption during February 
1-May 27, 1956, shall not exceed 22.8 
million pounds. This amount is one- 
half the annual quota which had been 
permitted for cotton with a_ staple 
length of 1% inches or more but not 
including 111/16 inches or more. 

These control changes, made by a 
Presidential Proclamation of June 29, 
published in the Federal Register of 
July 6, give effect to a provision con- 
tained in section 202 (a) of the Agri- 
cultural Act of 1956, approved on May 
28. 





Tax Convention Signed 
By U.S. and Honduras 


A convention has been signed between 
the United States and Honduras for 
the avoidance of double taxation and 
the prevention of fiscal evasion with 
respect to. taxes on income. 

The convention follows, in general, 
the pattern of income-tax conventions 
now in force between the United States 
and a number of other countries, but is 
the first such convention to be conclud- 
ed with any of the American Republics. 

It applies, so far as U. S, taxes are 
concerned, only to the Federal income 
taxes, including surtaxes. It does. not 
apply to the imposition of collection of 
taxes by the several States, the District 
of Columbia, or the Territories or pos- 
sessions of the United States, although 
it contains a broad national treatment 
provision similar to a provision custom- 


arily found in treaties of friendship, 
commerce, and navigation. 

The new convention is to become ef- 
fective as of January 1 of the year in 
which the exchange of instruments of 
ratification takes place. It will be nec- 
essary to transmit the convention to 
the U. S. Senate for advfce and consent 
to ratification. 


U. S. To Sell Edible Oil, 
Tobacco Surplus to Italy 


U. S. sale to Italy for local currency 
of edible oil and tobacco to a value of 
$8 million, including certain transpor- 
tation costs, is provided for by an 
agreement, under Public Law 480, 
signed at Rome on July 5 between Italy 
and the United States. 

Commodities included in the program 
are cottonseed oil or soybean oil to a 
value of $5.5 million; and tobacco, $2.2 
million, 

Sales will be made by private C. s. 


traders, as under other agreements in 
this series. 


The major part of the sales’ proceeds 
is to be loaned to Italy for economic 
development and the balance reserved 
for use of the United States in that 
country. 








Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 


UPI PP PPP tee 


oS eee Zone......State........000 atl 


Mail to the nearest U, S. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En- 
close check or money order payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 
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